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CIVIC SCIENCE
University researchers cannot be viewed 
by society nor by themselves as detached 
from society. Harry Boyte, Senior Fellow 
at the University of Minnesota’s Humphrey 
School of Public Affairs, put forward this 
claim while discussing “civic science” 
during his SIU lecture in April 2013. In an 
earlier, 2012 Huffington Post article, Boyte 
wrote, “Science is a resource for action in 
the world. More than simply a 
description of the world, it is a key tool of 
human empowerment. In this context, 
there is no clean divide between ‘basic’ 
and ‘applied’ sciences; rather, all forms of 
science — and all types of scientists 
— have the potential to directly 
contribute to discussions about the state 
of knowledge and how humans interact 
with one another and with the world 
around us.”

While Boyte’s call may be debated 
by some scholars, our argument is 
much more basic, as it is rooted in 
the very nature of doing science. We 
claim that scholars’ involvement is 
inimitable, for we are both scholars and 
citizens, producers as well as sharers 
of knowledge, who often act in these 
capacities when testifying before a 
legislative body, writing op-ed columns 
for local media and articles for Sharing 
Knowledge…, as well as in developing 
our research projects and teaching. Such 
engaged scholarship is essential to the 
nature of the scholarly endeavor. 

As scholars, we all draw from the world 
around us to decide what to study; 
that is, we do consider what issues are 
important to our peers and society at 
large. Philosophers of science refer to this 
process as “the context of discovery,” or 
the broad range of factors that influence 
selection of certain issues for scholarly 
study. For empirical scientists, that 
context of discovery is influenced by 
personal and social factors. Moreover, 
scientific discoveries on important natural 
and social issues affect the understanding 
of the communities impacted by them, 
the general public and policymakers.

In the context of discovery, there are 
feedback loops between the questions 
scientists choose to study, the answer 

they obtain, their impact on society, 
and then back to new sets of questions 
that are important for societies. This 
is one of the reasons why science is a 
socially important enterprise. The role of 
communities and social justice is crucial 
in bringing up issues in this process of 
discovery. 

Indeed, the rigors of scholarship in 
the natural and biological sciences, 
for example, require that researchers 
test the context of discovery through 
what is referred to as the “context of 
justification,” which is a concern for the 
sources of ideas. Thus, when scientists 
formulate and test falsifiable hypotheses, 
they are investigating links between 
various causes and consequences, both 
environmental and societal. 

For example, the high levels of 
pollution that the U.S. experienced 
in the 1960s drove the environmental 
movement’s push for the creation of the 
Environmental Protection Agency, the 
passage of Clean Air and Clean Water 
Acts. These policy changes spurred 
scientists to better understand the 
negative effects of human activities on 
the environment and how to mitigate 
them. Scientific evidence made clear 
that in many cases the poor, women 
and minorities have been — and still 
are — disproportionately impacted. In 
turn, these findings led to initiation of 
the “environmental justice” movement, 
discussed throughout this edition of 
Sharing Knowledge…, and they continue 
to be used by community members 

and social justice advocates to improve 
the policymaking process and reduce 
discrimination. 

UNIVERSITY-SOCIETY 
CONFLUENCE 
The root of the word “university” is the 
word that in the Middle Ages was used 
for society and community. Universities 
are places where we produce knowledge 
important to the well-being and 
advancements of society.

The case of the Cache River, studied by 
numerous SIU scholars across disciplines 
for decades, offers many good examples 
of the interplay between science and 
communities. The Cache is located 
within Alexander and Pulaski counties, 
which are among the poorest in the 
state of Illinois. The Cache River is a 
unique ecosystem, which includes the 
northernmost example of bald cypress 
and tupelo swamps in the country. 
The watershed is home to more than 
50 threatened and endangered species. 
In part for this reason, the Cache River 
wetlands were designated as one of 
the Ramsar Wetlands of International 
Importance. In 1915, the upper and lower 
parts of the river were divided by the 
construction of the Post Creek Cutoff, 
which allowed parts of the wetland areas 
to be used for farming. While this helped 
economic development, pollution in the 
river increased. 

Scholars at SIU have been studying 
a variety of issues that are important 
in the watershed for many years. A 
fantastic repository of the wealth of work 
conducted at SIU (and beyond) on the 
Cache was compiled by the first cadre 

of IGERT students in watershed science 
and policy.

The scholars involved in studying the 
complex human and natural interactions 
in the Cache have a deep understanding 
of community issues in the watershed 
and, in turn, their work has informed, 
and hopefully, enriched the actions of 
local stakeholders and policymakers. 

Within the “context of justification,” 
scientists strive to test hypotheses in the 
most unbiased manner. However, in the 
“context of discovery,” we very often 
study these specific issues because they 
are important for our community. We 
are inspired by artists, historians and 
communication scholars in the questions 
we ask, and they in turn help us interpret 
and convey the results of our research. 

Overall, the broad community of scholars 
lives within society, and this arrangement 
helps us interpret and process the world 
around us. The example of the Cache 
illuminates how the deep confluence 
of academia and society is crucial in 
producing meaningful, transforming 
work, and how our activities are — when 
they matter — at the confluence between 
the community within the university and 
the communities outside.

CONFLUENCE AS 
VECTOR IN IG & SHARING 
KNOWLEDGE…
As noted, this year’s Imagining Geogra-
phies’ program and this edition of 
Sharing Knowledge…, an IG publication, 
are infused with examples of environment- 
society confluence. Indeed, in the spirit of 
this publication series, Sharing Knowl-
edge… authors explain how knowledge 
produced in their field or their own 
research endeavors enable those of us 
unfamiliar with their studies and dis-
course to understand how justice issues, 
for example, are crucial in policymaking 
as well as advancing science. 

To concretize this linkage even further, 
we cite the IG programs and dates that 
relate to the articles in this publication. 
In this way the articles serve as both an 
introduction to as well as exploration 
of ideas and proposals discussed by 
presenters throughout IG’s spring 2014 
program. 

Irrespective of whether you are able to 
attend our many events, we invite you 
to read, and hope that you will enjoy the 
many contributions of SIU faculty and 
students as well as other residents of 
Southern Illinois in creating and sharing 
knowledge with you.

UNIVERSITY-SOCIETY CONFLUENCE
ON ENGAGED CIVIC SCHOLARSHIP & APPLIED JUSTICE
Silvia Secchi with Peter Lemish

EDITOR’S NOTE: Justice issues interwoven throughout this edition of Sharing Knowledge… explore several life forces of 
university-community confluence, as well as core interests driving SIU’s Imagining Geographies initiative. Before reading 
on, take a moment to consider the following two key questions addressed by authors in this edition of Sharing Knowledge… 
as well as this spring’s IG program:

Is it possible to speak about our environment without addressing justice issues? If this is our “shared” environment, 
then shouldn’t we — citizens, scholars, as well as OUR elected representatives — be involved in determining the 
laws and regulations by which we govern ourselves, as well as in assessing their implementation?  

We hope that you are intrigued and want to read on, as well as to attend upcoming Imagining Geographies events where 
these along with themes will be explored throughout the spring. Before reading the rest of Sharing Knowledge…, allow us to 
lay out our argument. 

STATED DIRECTLY, SCIENCE DOES NOT HAPPEN IN A VACUUM, 
AND THE PROCESS OF SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY IS ENRICHED 

BY COMMUNICATION WITH COMMUNITY MEMBERS, 
UNDERSTANDING OF HISTORICAL AND PRESENT TIME BIASES 

AND OUTREACH ACTIVITIES.

For more programmatic details, 
important updates as well as pre- and 
post-commentary, go to our website: 
imagining.siu.edu; and our blog: 
imagininggeographies.wordpress.com.

See brief IG program on page 20. 
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ABOUT US
Sharing Knowledge…. is an 
Imagining Geographies publication 
that aims, as our title suggests, to 
inform readers and civic discussion 
by sharing knowledge, reflections, 
and artistic expressions. The fall 
edition is topic centered. The spring 
issue serves as an informative 
extension of IG’s spring program.

Editor: Peter Lemish (Email: 
peterlemish@siu.edu).

Imagining Geographies initiates, 
organizes, and supports efforts by 
faculty, staff, and students across 
SIU as well as by scholars and 
residents throughout Southern 
Illinois, and beyond, to engage in 
research, discussion, media and arts 
productions in regard to space, place, 
culture, identity and related themes. 

Currently IG advances research 
and programming in four domains: 
Experiencing Environs; Southern 
Illinois Arts; Sustainability and 
Environmental Science, Policy, and 
Communication; and, Voices of 
Southern Illinois.

• Imagining Geographies is a 
College of Mass Communication 
and Media Arts-led, university and 
region-wide initiative. 

• Program updates and more 
information about our programs 
on IG website and blog, accessible 
via www.imagining.siu.edu, 
as well as on Facebook via - 
Imagining Geographies.

• IG facilitation – Peter Lemish 
(Journalism); Coordination – 
Whitney Schlosser (email: whitney.
schlosser@gmail.com)

THANKS
This publication is an Imagining 
Geographies project, produced by 
faculty and students.  We thank 
all the units on campus for their 
support.

The views presented in this publication are 
not those of Southern Illinois University. 
Rather, authors have been invited to share 
their knowledge for the purpose of informing 
readers’ understanding and discussion of 
complex issues and phenomena. Therefore, 
the articles printed in Sharing Knowledge... 
reflect the views of the authors alone.

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE IN SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
NEW SIDES TO THE MOVEMENT FOR EQUALITY
Deidra D. Davis

EDITOR’S NOTE:  
In advance of the upcoming residency 
at SIU of environmental justice scholar 
David Feldman, the author explains 
the history of environmental justice 
research and policymaking, and shares 
observations from her ongoing research 
that focuses on environmental justice 
phenomena in Southern Illinois. 

Researchers, journalists and filmmakers 
have called our attention, over the 
past several decades, to the fact that 
certain communities have higher 
rates of exposure to environmental 
hazards, and unfair treatment at all 
levels of government in remediating 
the consequences of such situations.1  
These reports led to public debate, 
advocacy work, legislation, and 
in general establishing the field of 
environmental justice, which focuses 
on forms of injustice not dominated 
by skin color but by social policy. Now 
viewed as discrimination by social or 
economic status, such discrimination has 
taken a subtle turn to include the very 
environment in which we live. Grossly 
disproportionate, these exposures are 
typically found in low-income minority 
communities.2

1. Robert Bullard, “Dumping in Dixie: Race, Class, and  
 Environmental Quality.” 1990.
2. Rachel Massey, “Environmental Justice: Income,  
 Race, and Health,” 2004.

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 
MOVEMENT IS BORN 
In the late 20th century, engaged 
researchers and communities across the 
United States found there to be inequality 
of environmental burdens in the form 
of polluted environmental sites. The 
empirical facts supporting this conclusion 
were clear: Garbage dumps, incinerators, 
highways, chemical treatment plants, 
waste plants and other polluting 
facilities were placed, or being placed, 
near or amid low-income and minority 
populations. Championing this charge 
was the report for the United Church 
of Christ Commission for Racial Justice 
in 1987 titled “Toxic Waste and Race at 
Twenty.” Indeed, it was the conclusion 

that people in polluted communities are 
typically poor and minority that led to 
the birth of the environmental justice 
movement. 

The movement gained national 
recognition when President Bill 
Clinton appointed two environmental 
justice leaders to help develop new 

environmental policies. In 1992, 
the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency created the Office 
of Environmental Equity. The EPA 
defines environmental justice as “the fair 
treatment and meaningful involvement 
of all people regardless of race, color, 
national origin, or income with respect 
to the development, implementation, 
and enforcement of environmental laws, 
regulations, and policies. EPA has this 
goal for all communities and persons 
across this nation. Environmental Justice 
will be achieved when everyone enjoys 
the same degree of protection from 
environmental and health hazards and 
equal access to the decision-making 
process to have a healthy environment in 
which to live, learn, and work.” 

IMPLEMENTATION 
REMAINS A QUESTION
After two decades in which all levels 
of government have been required 
to implement these policies, we can 
ask — how have we fared in terms of 
environmental justice? My review of 
the research literature suggests that 
our country has made progress in the 
way environmental justices cases are 
addressed and responded to. Yet, as 
awareness of environmental injustices 
grows, so do occurrences: Increasingly, 
in areas where there is economical land 
availability and/or natural resources are 
abundant, land acquisition and use can 
overshadow the quest for environmental 
justice. 3 

These conclusions can be demonstrated 
clearly through two cases in Southern 
Illinois: the ongoing debate over fracking 
and the proposal to erect a solar farm 
on a EPA-declared brownfield site in 
Carbondale.
3. Robert Bullard, et al. “Toxic Wastes and Race at Twenty: 
 Why Race Still Matters After All of These Years.” 2008.

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 
IN SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
Fracking 

Southern Illinois remains at the center 
of public attention in regard to state 
regulations on hydraulic fracturing 
that were signed into law in June 2013. 
A much-publicized debate between 
corporate and political stakeholders, 
environmental groups, state agencies and 
communities preceded legislated actions 
touted to be the most “progressive” in 
the country. This debate continues post-
legislation in communities throughout 
the region. For example, on March 18, 
residents of Johnson County voted on 
a referendum calling for establishing a 
Johnson County Bill of Rights. 

Much of this ongoing debate focuses 
on rapidly accumulating evidence of 
negative repercussions that fracking can 
have on environmental resources, such 
as water and the physical health of a 
community. 

As investigative reporter Jeff Biggers 
demonstrated in his 2010 book 

“Reckoning at Eagle Creek – The Secret 
Legacy of Coal in the Heartland,” 
published by Nation Books, residents 
of Southern Illinois have good grounds 
to be suspicious of interventions by 
government and corporations to 
extract the region’s energy resources. 
That is, if hydraulic fracturing follows 
the precedent of coal mining in 

Southern Illinois, then it may well 
involve environmental injustice if 
profitable drilling locations are located 
in communities overburdened with 
pollution. This is exactly the case in 
other communities in Southern Illinois 
overburdened with polluting facilities, 
including one clear example on the 
northeast side of Carbondale near the old 
Koppers Wood Treatment Plant, which 
is the case study for my own doctoral 
research.

FATE OF CARBONDALE’S 
KOPPERS SITE
The debate over the Koppers site 
involves three main parties: corporations, 
local government, and recently, residents 
of Carbondale. At the core of the debate 
is a request submitted to the city of 
Carbondale by two corporations, 
Beazer East and Brightfields, to receive 
permission to erect a solar farm on land 
formerly occupied by the Koppers wood-
treatment plant.

By way of background, a multinational 
corporation known as Koppers operated 
a wood treatment plant on the northeast 
side of Carbondale from 1902 to 1991, 
where they treated railroad cross ties, 
utility poles and other wood products 
with various chemical preservatives. 
The storage and handling of chemicals 
involved spills that compromised some 
of the land. EPA investigations led to 
a declaration that the land occupied 
by the factory is a “brownfield site.” 
According to the EPA, a brownfield is “a 
property, the expansion, redevelopment, 
or reuse of which may be complicated 
by the presence or potential presence 
of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or 
contaminant.” 

An EPA-mandated cleaning process was 
implemented and the agency declared 
the contamination “contained.” Thus, 
according to EPA assessments, the site no 
longer poses a threat to the community. 
Koppers sold the land to Beazer East 
Inc., who recently applied to the city 
of Carbondale for a special use permit 
on behalf of Brightfields Development 
LLC. When Brightfields’ plan to lay 
solar panels on the grounds of the 
former wood-treatment facility became 
known to the public, many residents of 
Carbondale’s northeast community and 
throughout the city called for the council 
to dismiss the permit application. Months 
later the Council did table the decision 
about the project until further notice.

So far, my discussions with the parties 
involved led me to the following 
understanding: Brightfields and Beazer, 
the corporations involved in developing 
the investment plan, argue that they have 
a record of providing safe, workable 
solutions in former contaminated sites, 
such as the former Koppers plant. 
Carbondale city government officials and 
representatives are interested in increased 
investment and revenues. Residents 
seek involvement in the planning and 
decision-making processes, assurances 

that there are plans in place to make sure 
developers obey the EPA limitations on 
use of brownfield lands; and, that their 
concerns for health and safety of their 
neighbors will be among the primary 
considerations.

FUTURE OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
JUSTICE IN SO IL 
Both the fracking and Koppers cases lead 
us to conclude that Southern Illinois, 
too, is involved in environmental justice 
debates. My research suggests that the 
fundamental conflicts between corporate 
interests, state and local government, 
and residents need to be managed — 
perhaps by outside mediators. The 
Community Rights Movement, to be 
presented in several events in the spring 
program of Imagining Geographies, 
as well as discussed in other articles in 
this publication, offers an interesting 
avenue through which all the parties 
involved can present their cases, and 
seek equitable ways of addressing 
environmental justice concerns. 

OVERARCHING RESEARCH CONCLUSION: 
PEOPLE IN POLLUTED COMMUNITIES ARE 

TYPICALLY POOR AND MINORITY.

Rich resources about the Cache can be 
found at libguides.lib.siu.edu/content.
php?pid=121620&sid=1046023 

Scanning this resource, you will see that the 
issues studied range from history of land use in the 
watershed to the effects of agricultural activities on 
water quality in the river, and how best to mitigate 
pollution and to restore ecological functions in the 
watershed. The disciplines involved range from 
cultural anthropology to hydrology, plant biology, 
forestry, economics and the arts. Work undertaken 
ranges from inventories of wildlife to Cade Bursell’s 
short film “Heron Pond: Boardwalk View.”

Photo by Michelle Rositch
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SUSTAINABILITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL  
SCIENCE, POLICY AND COMMUNICATION

HEY, WHOSE POLICY IS THIS?
CITIZEN TACTICS FOR COMMUNICATING 
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE CONCERNS
Jonathan Gray

At a recent IDNR public hearing about proposed rules regulating hydraulic fracturing 
in Illinois, a man chose to speak not to the panel of IDNR officials but to the assembled 
crowd, turning his back on the panel.  He proceeded to ignore pleas from the 
panel to address them directly and reminders that he stay within established time 
limits.  Instead, he rallied the crowd to take back their community and ignore the 
(mostly) men in suits at the table.  Arguably, his performance served little purpose 
and disrupted the orderly proceedings for community involvement in resource 
management decisions.

From another perspective, however, he was engaging in what Robert Cox calls the 
“indecorous voice.”  Simply put, the indecorous voice is a temporary rejection of civil 
discourse and established bureaucratic procedures in a bid to be heard.  

HOW PUBLIC POLICYMAKING WORKS
The ideal of our public policy procedures is that all citizens have a voice, both with 
their votes and through participation in such events.  The reality is that decisions 
about very local concerns may often be made far away.  In poorer communities, 
access to lawmakers to speak one’s concerns are limited by a number of issues: time, 
financial resources, and education among them.  

The language of public policy and law is purposefully complex, and while its 
precision is necessary, this complexity also serves to block meaningful public input for 
many.  Nor can poorer communities often afford either representation or consultants 
to help them parse complicated policy language and procedures.

Within this context, environmental justice activists depend on other strategies and 
tools.  The indecorous voice, raw with pain and anger, sometimes speaks uncivilly.  It 
reminds policymakers and enforcers that what, to them, may be merely working out 
the details of legislation and its implementation, is to community members the health 
and well-being of the places where they live, work, play and pray.  

The purpose of the indecorous voice is not simply sharing data; rather, it makes very 
clear the impacts citizens are feeling from policy decisions.  Within bureaucratic 
procedures of public hearings, such expressions of outrage or concern are not readily 
admitted as useful input and information.  

IMPORTANCE OF COLLECTING STORIES  
Environmental justice activists face a similar problem with what counts as admissible 
data in a public hearings. Without access to easily understood environmental impact 
statements or analysis of water quality and the permissible presence of toxins in 
their neighborhoods, community members rely on what Phil Brown calls “popular 
epidemiology.”  These are the stories told about sicknesses in the community, the early 
signs of disease and cancer clusters that show up in local narrative long before they 
appear in medical data. 

Central to the idea of popular epidemiology is storytelling.  Lois Gibbs, the 
environmental activist from Love Canal, N.Y., notes that before anyone ever called a 
meeting in the community to address the toxic sludge showing up in developed lands 
on the old Hooker Chemical Corporation’s site (including an elementary school, a 
playground and several homes), neighbors were telling stories about unusual ailments 
in the community.  Concern over these ailments led Gibbs and others to organize, to 
find out for themselves what the cause was.  

The local school board and municipality were initially unwilling to act on these stories, 
leading to considerable community outcry.  Eventually, Gibb’s community organization, 
the Love Canal Homeowners Association, garnered the attention of two Environmental 
Protection Agency investigators, whom they briefly held hostage. Things might have 
quickly escalated and gotten out of hand but for calm heads both among the activists 
and the police who came to the investigator’s rescue.

This last confrontation is a good example of what Kevin DeLuca calls an “image event.”  
Though not limited to environmental justice activism, the image event is an activist tool 
used to raise awareness.  While elected politicians and industry officials have access to 
media outlets, poor communities often do not.  Their best way to get attention for their 
cause is to create a spectacle that will draw media coverage.  While there is no guarantee 
how any report will frame the message of the event, DeLuca contends that visibility, 
even via slanted coverage, is still in the activists’ best interest.  

COMMUNICATING TACTICS FOR CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT
What the indecorous voice, popular epidemiology, and image events have in common 
is they are all tactics of making do.  These are the tactics of desperate people who lack 
access to the workings of bureaucratic procedures, admissible data collection, and media 
coverage.  They turn to acting up, telling stories, and making a spectacle to speak back 
to organizations, public and private, with greater resources than they have.  Criticism of 
such activism for the ways it disrupts civil engagement and proper procedure or even 
for the ways it violates the law misses the point:  Community involvement in resource 
management, discussion, and debate rarely occur on a level playing field.

Environmental Justice encompasses much of this activism, focusing as it does on the 
conjunction of environmental concerns with social justice.  Giovanna Di Chiro argues 
that the leading voices in the Environmental Justice movement are primarily women, 
people of color, and the working poor. Not unsurprisingly, these are also voices 
underrepresented in the political process.  Is it any surprise that they speak as they must 
and break a few rules just to be heard?    

The first and perhaps only round of IDNR public hearings on rules for managing 
hydraulic fracturing are now over.  It remains to be seen if local communities will rally 
to that young man’s and several others’ calls to stand up and take back our community.  
In the summary that the panel offered following the hearing, no mention was made of 
community outrage, although that certainly featured heavily in media coverage.  Taking 
the history of Love Canal as precedent, the IDNR would be best served to truly listen 
now than to wait and see what other rules people are willing to break in order to protect 
their communities.

“ “THOSE SPEAKING FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
FORMS OF SOCIAL JUSTICE OFTEN DO 
SO FROM THE MARGINS, SPEAKING 

BACK TO ORGANIZATIONS THAT MAKE DECISIONS 
ABOUT THEIR LIVES BUT OVER 

WHICH THEY HAVE VERY LITTLE INFLUENCE. 

The Environmental Resources and Policy (ER&P) 
doctoral program was created at Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale in 2001, in a joint effort 
by the departments of Geography, Geology and 
the College of Agricultural Sciences (specifically 
the Agribusiness Economics department). The 
program, as well as administration, remain a 
bottom-up, collaborative effort. 

The goal of ER&P is to train young scholars to 
understand the nexus between social, physical 
and biological disciplines, so as to be able to 
address complex natural resource management 

issues. Areas of research range from floodplain 
management to providing ecosystem services 
in agriculture. Currently, more than 40 faculty 
members from 11 departments and five colleges 
participate in the program. The program maintains 
a flexible curriculum, with three core classes plus a 
seminar series, and eight concentration areas.

The program and associated faculty have had 
remarkable success in attracting funding over the 
last few years, in the form of training and research 
grants, from a variety of state and federal sources, 
including the National Science Foundation, 

Environmental Protection Agency, and U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. The program received 
a good rating in the National Research Council 
2010 rating effort.

The program attracts a well-balanced mix 
of domestic and foreign students, as well as 
full-time students and part-time, mid-career 
professionals, who typically maintain their 
positions while enrolled. Graduate placement has 
been overwhelmingly into academic positions in 
the U.S. 

SIU’S ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES & POLICY PROGRAM
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David Feldman approaches discussion of 
water via the lens of water rights issues 
and policies. Entitled simply “Water,” this 
2012 book focuses on geopolitical water 
management concerns, communities’ 
relationships with diverse river and 
lake systems worldwide and effects of 
consumer practices on water markets. 

In “Threats to Freshwater,” Feldman 
investigates each of these interrelated 
themes as he considers three major 
global river systems and pinpoints the 
controversies associated with the public’s 
relationship to these resources. 

California is the first case considered. 
Feldman describes how locals are trying 
to restore the previously dammed Los 
Angeles River to its past flow patterns as 
a way of adding scenic beauty to parts of 
Los Angeles now being rebuilt. 

Along the Rhine River in Germany, the 
author relates attempts to restore both 
the native fish populations and increase 
water quality after fisheries reduced the 
fish supply, endangered some species and 
polluted the waterway. 

To prevent severe flooding of the 
Yangtze River in 2005, China built the 
Three Gorges Dam, which resulted in 
endangered species, water contamination 
and eroded riverbanks. Now, the 
government and civil groups are 
attempting to solve the environmental 
and economic problems faced by local 
residents and companies. 

Feldman’s visual aids help him outline 
his argument, as he includes maps 
illustrating water shortages, along with 
graphs representing the amount of water 
on planet Earth and its distribution 
among various countries. 

In “Who’s In Control,” Feldman focuses 
on increasing global consumption of 
bottled water. He offers statistics that 
prove that, in comparison to many 
communities’ tap water cleanliness 
standards, bottled water falls short. 
In fact, although marketed as being a 
superior product, some bottled water is 
simply tap water repackaged and resold 
for a high profit. 

In continuing with his inspection of 
public access to drinking water, Feldman 
demonstrates how bottled water has 
come to be marketed as a product when 
in the past people had greater free access 
to water via public water fountains. Not 
only are people now paying to consume 
water that was free in the past, but 
Feldman also wants us to consider the 
impact on the environment of the massive 
amount of plastic that ends up in landfills.

Accessible to the lay reader, Feldman’s 
book demonstrates through a vast 
number of examples that the problems 
surrounding water policy are both 
local and global. He also discusses the 
vibrant policy debates between agencies, 
nonprofit groups and governments over 
establishing democratic approaches to 
water availability and usage. 

While offering a dire conclusion about the 
alarming scarcity of clean water resources 
worldwide, Feldman gives us hope 
that change can be made — by not only 
scientists and geopolitical groups but also 
those who take an active role in local and 
national campaigns to address the issue. 

Granted, taking action may not always 
be easy, as Feldman demonstrates with 
an example about attempts to solve 
water shortage problems in Pakistan 
and India. With this scenario, Feldman 
discusses these countries’ failure to 
reach an agreement about how to share a 
prized local resource, the Kishanganga-
Neelum River, as a result of the fear that 
one country will wrest control of the 
waterway and adjoining hydroelectric 
power system from the other.

In his book, Feldman addresses an 
audience who may understand the 
existing problems related to water rights 
issues but remain unaware of possible 
solutions. Such fixes go beyond simple 
matters of engineering to include a 
complex look at geography, climate 
change, population growth patterns, 
rural versus urban population allocation, 
racial and class divides and the ensuing 
disparity in access to food and energy, 
and even definitions of sustainability 
itself. 

“The Subsistence Perspective: Beyond the 
Globalized Economy” by Maria Mies and 
Veronika Bennholt-Thomsen articulates 
what the authors call “a view from 
below.” This perspective is grounded in 
the recognition that free communities are 
those that directly produce their means of 
life. This is a timely and important 
perspective given our growing interest in 
community rights in Southern Illinois 
and beyond. 

The authors find the subsistence perspective 
in the experiences of communities that 
exist and thrive independent from the 
global economy. This independence 
makes them immune to economic 
dilemmas that many people consider 
unavoidable: the dilemma of jobs versus 
environment, of “development” versus 
poverty. 

When we hear the word “subsistence,” 
we think of people eking by with barely 
anything, people who would love to 
develop an economy like our own. In 
fact, actual subsistent communities 
— from the Zapatistas in Chiapas, 
Mexico, to the Maishahati village of 
Bangladesh — see their subsistence 
production as providing freedom, and as 
the bedrock of “the good life.” The 
freedom they seek is not the freedom to 
get rich at the expense of one’s neighbor, 
nor to gorge oneself on new gadgets. 
Rather, it is the freedom of communities 
to make decisions autonomously, 
without having to sacrifice their cultural 

heritage or their natural surroundings to 
transnational corporations viewed as 
pillagers of their land; the freedom to 
resist the temptation to sell out in 
exchange for the jobs the corporations 
promise; the freedom to “develop” in a 
different direction, one that is in line 
with the needs and desires of 
communities to promote health, 
happiness and dignity. 

Rather than attempt a summary of the 
book, I’ll give an example of how this 
“view from below” might be applied to 
our situation. Southern Illinois is 
currently caught in a fracking boom. 
Energy companies want to tear up the 
land and blast toxic fluids into the ground 
to reap massive profits from oil and gas. 
Elsewhere in the country, this process has 
devastated peoples’ health, their water, 
soil, and air, and the ecosystems on which 
we and other life forms depend. From the 
perspective of promoting health, 
happiness and dignity, fracking is a 
terrible decision.

Unfortunately, for many people, the 
issues of health and ecology seem to be 
secondary to “economic” concerns. 
Industry and politicians repeat, “fracking 
will bring jobs!” However, substantial 
evidence is accumulating to support the 
opposite conclusion: Fracking booms in 
other regions have not brought the jobs 
they promised, and the ones they have 
brought have tended not to be for local 
people or haven’t lasted long.

When politicians say, “we want to create 
jobs,” in relation to local energy initiatives 
such as coal, fracking, or the proposed 
solar farm on the contaminated Koppers’ 
land in Carbondale, what we should hear 
is, “we want to lure transnational 
corporations with either your natural 
resources or your cheap labor!” As 
numerous social movements have argued 
over the last decades, most recently in the 
Occupy Movement, these transnational 
corporations control our political process 
through lobbying, and are deeply opposed 
to the creation of a more equitable and 
ecologically sustainable world.

Employing a Biblical parallel, one could 
argue that the situation is comparable to 
that faced by the Israelites in ancient 
Egypt: Today’s corporations are the 
Pharaohs of the global economy, and our 
politicians are their servants. This 
corporate state keeps control over our 
lives because we need their jobs and their 
products to live. 

In contrast, a view from below starts from 
two claims: That power today is unevenly 
distributed and that the vast majority of 
us are on the losing end. The subsistence 
perspective provides a framework for 
how communities can begin to withdraw 
their dependence on undemocratic power 
structures. It’s a way to fight back 
indirectly.

Adopting the subsistence perspective 
makes clear that in attempting to lure and 

allow more corporate investment to create 
jobs, we grant more power to the Pharaohs. 
This leaves our region vulnerable to their 
whims. When they’re done digging up 
the ground, or when they find cheaper 
labor to exploit overseas, or when their 
next “bubble” bursts, they leave us 
without the means to sustain ourselves, 
poor again and begging for another 
round of the same game. 

Subsistence, on the other hand — to 
continue the Biblical analogy — is the 
path of neither servitude nor confrontation, 
but of exodus. It is a reorientation of labor 
toward regional self-sufficiency, toward 
production of life rather than production 
of profit; toward a world where we aren’t 
forced to choose between poverty on the 
one hand and ecologically destructive 
jobs on the other.

“The Subsistence Perspective” is rich 
with detailed analyses of the illusions 
upon which our economy is based, 
challenging the myths that “economic 
development” is identical with progress; 
that money is what “makes the world go 
round” and that the only labor that 
counts is labor performed for a wage. Its 
theoretical chapters are punctuated by 
helpful stories illustrating that another 
world is not only possible, but that the 
means to create it are already here for us 
to build upon. 

BRINGING WATER RIGHTS 
ISSUES TO SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
BOOK REVIEW OF “WATER” BY UPCOMING SIU GUEST DAVID FELDMAN
Tara Hembrough

LITTLE EGYPT NEEDS A VIEW FROM BELOW
BOOK REVIEW OF “THE SUBSISTENCE PERSPECTIVE: BEYOND THE  
GLOBALIZED ECONOMY” BY MARIA MIES AND VERONIKA BENNHOLT-THOMSEN
Nick Smaligo

FELDMAN TO VISIT TO SIU
Feldman, a political scientist, is 
chair of the Department of Planning, 
Policy, and Design, in the School 
of Social Ecology at University of 
California, Irvine. He will be visiting 
SIU March 24-26, 2014 to address 
a variety of audiences, including 
first-year students, regarding water 
resource management and policy. 

Professor Feldman’s public 
lecture on March 24 is entitled 
“Environmental Justice and 
Freshwater.” The lecture begins at 
5 p.m. in Morris Library’s John C. 
Guyon Auditorium. 

See the Imagining Geographies 
website, imagining.siu.edu, for other 
sessions with Professor Feldman.

SUSTAINABILITY AND 
WATER – UNIVERSITY-WIDE 
THEME IN 2013-14
For 2013-2014, Southern Illinois 
University created a shared 
curriculum experience for first-year 
students by providing them with 
David Feldman’s “Water” (2012) 
as a common reader. Through 
engagement in this communal 
reading initiative, three departments 
at SIU joined forces in applying 
an interdisciplinary approach to 
teaching first-year students practices 
centered not only around critical 
thinking, speaking, reading and 
writing but also based in promoting 
social justice. Doing so through 
Feldman’s book enables us to discuss 
such topics as water privatization, 
stewardship and conservation and 
environmental justice. Students and 
instructors undertaking the study 
of water as the current university 
theme are part of an initiative 
branching off from the 2012-2013 
theme of sustainability. 



PAGE
5SHARING KNOWLEDGE… LINKING LANDS, LIVES AND ARTS OF SOUTHERN ILLINOIS

imagining.siu.eduAn Imagining Geographies publication

Like many previous environmental 
battles, fracking highlights our 
fundamental needs, first, for clean water, 
clean air and in general an environment 
that won’t make us sick; and, second, for 
communal action. 

Fracking, and our collective discussions 
about it, have become a part of the 
lexicon of our lives. If you were trying to 
avoid the issue of fracking in Southern 
Illinois, at this point, you would have 
to really work at it. New information 
seems to emerge daily (most of it not 
good) about the practice, and other 
communities’ struggles to resist it. 

GASLAND ILLINOIS
Undoubtedly, fracking has become one 
of the major environmental justice issues 
of our time. Moreover it is especially 
important for those of us living in 
Southern Illinois, for two main reasons. 
First, it is often economically challenged 
areas that are targeted for the extreme 
extraction process. Thus, Southern 
Illinois is similar to other communities 
in Josh Fox’s two GASLAND films, as 
well as other areas fighting fracking, 
in that we have higher rates of poverty 
and unemployment (we have 6 of the 10 
poorest counties in Illinois). 

Second, environmental injustice is often 
perpetrated on communities that lack 
powerful political connections. Here, 
too, Southern Illinois is exemplary as 
the needs of our region are all too often 
ignored in the wake of Chicago and 
Illinois politics in general. The most 
shining example of this is the rushed vote 
on the Hydraulic Fracking Regulatory 
Act that passed by an overwhelming 
majority—108 for to 9 votes against, 
without a single environmental or health 

study on the concerns or risks.   

ENTER JOSH FOX
By many accounts, Josh Fox is partly 
responsible for galvanizing what is now 
an international antifracking movement. 
In the midst of his own struggle with 
the oil and gas industry, and concern 
for the Delaware River Basin he calls 
home, he decided to find out how other 
communities were faring in the wake 
of fracking. The result was his first film, 
GASLAND. 

Besides giving us the indelible image 
of someone lighting their water on fire, 
GASLAND made the lives and struggles 
of those living with the effects of fracking 
real and tangible. The 2013 sequel, 
GASLAND 2, picked up where the first 
movie left off by exposing how oil and 
gas companies are contaminating the 
foundations of our democratic system. 

Aside from being a filmmaker, Josh Fox 
is an activist, inspiring leader and voice 
for a movement that, beyond rejecting 
fracking, is proposing alternative 
solutions to building a prosperous and 
vibrant energy future. Indeed, he has 
taken concrete steps toward the positive 
change needed to move beyond fracking. 

For example, he played an instrumental 
role in the Solutions Project, which puts 
science and planning together to show 
how each state can transition to 100 
percent renewable energy. 

Perhaps the focus on solutions is what 
keeps Josh Fox from becoming too 
cynical, but it is also his focus on the real 
strength of the movement, as he reminds 
us in a 2013 “Salon” magazine interview 
addressing grassroots fracking activists 
everywhere: 

We have to be very cognizant of 
what we’re doing in the face of 
what the oil and gas industry is 
doing. In the face of their deceitful 
practices, I think we have to 
develop a clear sense of values. In 
the face of their misinformation 
campaigns, I would say: honesty. 
In the face of their trampling of 

people’s human rights, I would 
say: decency. In the face of the 
fragmentation of communities, I 
would say: trust. And in the face of 
their greed, I would say: kindness. 
There are laws here that they’re 
exempt from, but there are other 
laws which no one can ever be 
exempt from, like the basic drive to 
generosity, compassion, kindness 
and alleviation of suffering. These 
are tests which they fail over and 
over and over again. If you think 
about these things, it lends us 
strengths far beyond what you 
think the obstacles are. We don’t 
talk about generosity, kindness, 
respect, integrity and decency 
when we talk about energy or 
politics. But, that’s what is guiding 
and leading the antifracking 
movement.

SUSTAINABILITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE, POLICY, AND COMMUNICATION

GASLAND, ILLINOIS?
JOSH FOX, ACADEMY AWARD NOMINEE AND DOCUMENTARY FILMMAKER OF  THE “GASLAND” 
FILMS, WILL SPEAK ABOUT FRACKING AND THE ENVIRONMENT AT SIU ON APRIL 21
Janet E. Donoghue

GASLAND was conceived of, directed, narrated and filmed by Josh Fox. It has 
received many accolades, including the 2010 Sundance Film Festival Special Jury 
Prize, a Big Sky Documentary Film Festival Award, a Yale Environmental Film 
Festival Grand Jury Prize and an Academy Award nomination for Best Documentary. 
The film premiered on HBO in June 2010 and received Emmy nominations for 
cinematography, writing, exceptional merit for nonfiction filmmaking and won the 
Emmy Award for Outstanding Direction for Nonfiction Programming. 

GASLAND 2, debuted at the 2013 Tribeca Film Festival and has been nominated for 
the 2013 Environmental Media Association award for Best Documentary. GASLAND 
2 picked up where GASLAND left off, with Fox’s continued investigation into 
fracking, its side effects and the industry’s responses to the antifracking movement.

The student organization Students Embracing Nature Sustainability and 
Environmentalism, formerly the Eco-Dawgs, will be hosting a series of events leading 
up to Josh Fox’s April 21 lecture including viewings of both GASLAND 1 & 2, as well 
as discussions around alternatives to our dependence on fossil fuels and the extreme 
extraction that now accompanies them. 

The GASLAND films will be showing in Morris Library’s Guyon Auditorium on 
April 8 (GASLAND 1) and April 10 (GASLAND 2). SENSE, in conjunction with the 
Fuller Future RSO, is also making copies of the film available to anyone who would 
like to organize viewings at home or within other civic organizations. 

Imagining Geographies is a co-sponsor of Josh Fox’s visit to Southern Illinois 
University.

TUESDAY APRIL 21, 7 – 9 P.M.
STUDENT CENTER BALLROOMS, SIU STUDENT CENTER

 DON’T MISS THE OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN ABOUT WHAT IS DRIVING 
THE ANTIFRACKING MOVEMENT DURING THE UPCOMING LECTURE 

BY JOSH FOX, ENTITLED “FRACKING AND THE ENVIRONMENT.” 



PAGE
6 SHARING KNOWLEDGE… LINKING LANDS, LIVES AND ARTS OF SOUTHERN ILLINOIS

imagining.siu.eduAn Imagining Geographies publication

Just off Route 13 in the heart of Southern 
Illinois lies a natural gem known as the 
Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge. 
Although I live nearby and cross Crab 
Orchard Lake on a daily basis, it wasn’t 
until I conducted this investigation that 
I realized the impact it has on our region 
and, for our part, the effects of human 
intervention on it. Indeed, there is an 
important story to be told, issues to be 
considered, and lessons to be learned 
from the history of the refuge, from its 
role during and since World War II to 
the ongoing land remediation process 
it is undergoing. So, while we enjoy 
the beauty before us, we must also 
understand that there is more to our 
refuge than meets the eye. 

TOWARD A HISTORY 
OF CRAB ORCHARD 
The Crab Orchard area has played a vital, 
prominent role in our region’s history as 
farmland and, since 1936, as what was 
originally known as the Crab Orchard 
Creek Project. Its aim was to transform 
32,000 acres of land by creating three 
lakes for recreation, land utilization 
for farming, and industrial water 
supply. However, the onset of World 
War II caused a change of plans. The 
government sought a strategic location 
for an ordnance plant and the Crab 
Orchard area was a perfect fit. Refuge 
park ranger Neil Vincent explained, 
“The government was looking for places 
inland with large water supplies to build 
munitions plants for the war effort, 
and they needed a location off the coast 
that would be more difficult to attack.” 
With its newly constructed lakes, Crab 
Orchard fit that need. So, in 1939, the 
Illinois Ordnance Plant set up shop on 
over 20,000 acres with some 500 buildings 
and over 10,000 employees, all brought 
together to produce munitions for the 
war overseas. 

The need for munitions ended with the 
war’s conclusion in September 1945. 
Around that same time, “the Canada 

goose population dropped to an all-time 
low.… With its land and huge water base, 
Crab Orchard became a winter location 
for the Canada geese,” said Vincent. 
When an act of Congress established 
the Crab Orchard National Wildlife 
Refuge in 1947, the location of the Illinois 
ordnance factories and the presence of 
the Canada geese both played major 
roles in Congressional legislation that 
mandated that the refuge’s four primary 
purposes would be wildlife conservation, 
agriculture, industry and recreation. 

Vincent explained that agriculture was 
included because “a lot of people had 
been kicked off their farmland when the 
War Department came in, so it was sort 
of a good gesture to let some of those 
families back onto the farmland.” 

The refuge was also home to the largest 
man-made lake in the state at the time, 
so it provided excellent recreational 
opportunities. In regard to industry, the 
refuge website declares, “The Refuge 
manages an industrial complex fully 
utilized by compatible tenants that 
conform to prescribed safety, health, 
environmental, and maintenance 
standards.” 

This legislation set Crab Orchard apart 
from nearly every other national wildlife 
refuge in the country. “Most refuges are 
just about protecting wildlife, but we 
are about all of these things, so we try to 
balance those (interests) the best we can,” 
said Beth Kerley, a contract compliance 
specialist for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. However, maintaining all four 
has not been without its difficulties.

LAND FILLED WITH 
CONTAMINATION 
The history of Crab Orchard became 
more complicated when contamination 
was discovered there in the 1970s. Chuck 
Beasley, a geographer with the Superfund 
project, who has been involved in the 
cleanup operation for over 15 years, 

told me of three types of contaminants 
that have been discovered on the refuge. 
The most well-known is PCB, or poly-
chlorinated biphenyls, a pollutant 
containing chlorine. In addition, “an 
electroplating operation created a second 
contaminate that involved heavy metals 
with cadmium and chromium…. Most 
of the waste was simply dumped on 
the ground [and] it contaminated creek 
beds.” 

Beasley also cited a third problem 
encountered in many other sites 
throughout the United States: World 
War II-era water towers housed on the 
refuge to support the munitions plant 
were painted with lead paint, which 
was sandblasted and repainted every 
five years for decades until the health 
concerns of lead paint were brought 
to everyone’s attention. According to 
Beasley, the water tower contaminants 
have been cleaned up, and are no longer 
a safety or environmental concern. The 
PCBs, however, remain a problem. 

In addition, according to Mike Brown, 
the current manager of Cypress Creek 
National Wildlife Refuge and a former 
employee at Crab Orchard, “Congress 
legislated the ongoing cleanup process 
for chemicals that were not a result of 
World War II, but only post-World War II 
industrial activities.” Brown is referring 
to the period after the closure of the 
Illinois Ordnance Plant in 1947, when 
many other industrial companies were 
located in the present refuge grounds, 
many of whom left their hazardous mark. 

THREE CLEANUP 
CHALLENGES
The three main issues facing the refuge 
and government agencies are: first, how 
to clean up the man-made contamination; 
second, who is responsible to do so; and, 
third, who will pay for the cleanup? 

Looking at the situation from an 
outsider’s perspective, we might 
conclude that General Dynamics, an 
ordnance and tactical systems plant and 
the refuge’s primary industry today, is to 
blame for the contamination and should 
fund cleanup efforts. Laurel Dillon, a 
design engineer at General Dynamics, 
said, “A lot of people like to blame 

General Dynamics for the contamination 
of Crab Orchard, but the contamination 
actually took place before us.” 

Yet, although General Dynamics did 
not create the problem, they did buy 
the company responsible, which raises 
the legal question: Is General Dynamics 
liable? In this regard, Vincent said, “the 
issue now in many of the contaminated 
areas is finding the responsible party. 
Some of the companies previously 
located at Crab Orchard come in to help 
with the cleanup, but some no longer 
exist.” This can create a funding problem, 
as once the potentially responsible parties 
are identified, they can be held financially 
liable for the cleanup. 

“There’s a whole lot of investigation and 
planning that goes on, and it’s a very 
long and involved process,” said Beasley. 
“A very big part of the process though is 
public involvement, and that’s something 
we always like to make people aware 
of because sometimes we feel like we’re 
doing all this work but no one knows it.” 

How does the cleanup process work? 
After many studies, including analysis 
of soil and water samples as well as 
monitoring the land, a plan was enacted 
by Congress in 1980 known as the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response 
Compensation and Liability Act. More 
commonly referred to as “Superfund,” 
this act focuses on cleanup of PCBs, 
metals and explosives in munitions 
manufacturing areas, water tower 
locations and the lake. 

ADVANCING ECOLOGICAL 
RECONCILIATION AT CRAB 
ORCHARD NATIONAL 
WILDLIFE REFUGE
LEGACIES AND ONGOING EFFORTS 
AT A SITE OF BEAUTY AND 
ENJOYMENT IN SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
Anna Spoerre

“ “IT’S HARD TO GET EXACT FIGURES, 
BUT THE PCB OPERATIONS UNIT CLEANUP 

ALONE HAS LIKELY COST ABOUT 
60 MILLION DOLLARS

CHUCK BEASLEY

Photo by Jim Osborn

Photo by Jim Osborn
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Although the Lake Monitoring Unit 
gets little attention after samples 
revealed there is little about which to be 
concerned, a fish consumption advisory 
is still in effect. Kerley said, “the fish 
advisory is something that the state puts 
out for most lakes in Illinois, and a lot of 
times even the most pristine lakes will 
have fish that contain traces of mercury.” 

For example, a few years ago, Sarah 
Kanouse created a documentary film 
entitled “Around Crab Orchard” that 
cited contamination of the water supply 
going into the Marion prison from the 
refuge in the 1970s. In fact, Beasley 
stated, “There has been a good bit of 
groundwater contamination associated 
with industrial activities. When they 
actually started the PCB remediation 
process, they weren’t aware of the 
groundwater problems associated 
with it.” 

On our tour of contaminated sites, to 
which the general public does not have 
access, Beasley took me to a large area off 
the road where they planted over 2,500 
trees as part of their phytoremediation 
effort. These trees were planted deep into 
the ground, over an area of contaminated 
groundwater, so that their roots will 
eventually soak up water and release 
the pollutants into the air through their 
leaves in virtually harmless amounts. 

Located close to this operation is an old 
industrial dump where groundwater is 
constantly being filtered and sampled. 
On the way to this site we passed some 
old, dilapidated buildings covered in 
peeling paint. Beasley pointed them 
out as some of the many buildings 
contaminated with heavy metals. The 
area was fenced off, and a warning sign 
lay outside the gate. “The problem with 
the old contaminated buildings,” said 
Vincent, “is that after we start policing 
those buildings, we have to go through 
the process of [deciding] what to do with 
them. Do we tear them down?” So far, 
many of the buildings are still standing, 
but Beasley claimed they do not pose 
a threat to the public, at this time. The 
areas that demand immediate attention 
are focused on first. 

We visited the site of a recently completed 
cleanup operation situated close to the 
existing General Dynamics buildings. 
Here Beasley explained how that the 

soil decontamination process involved 
hauling 5,000 yards of PCB-polluted soil 
to a landfill in Alabama. However, not all 
contaminated soils needed to be taken off 
refuge land. At our next stop we reached 
a clearing in the woods, and I was shown 
a large open shed where contaminated 
soil was treated. Here, the soil was run 
through an incinerator and then put 
into one of the two landfills on refuge 
property so that it does not end up in the 
lake. All of the incineration work ended 
in the late 1990s.” 

WHAT ABOUT TODAY?
Should those of us who visit and live 
near the refuge be concerned about 
the contamination and its effect on us? 
Vincent says no. “The areas contaminated 
now are restricted areas, and we don’t 
let people hunt near that area. No 
activities are allowed to take place near 
contaminated sites.” 

While Canada geese and other wildlife 
continue to visit and live in the refuge 
and environs, a fish consumption 
advisory is still in effect for human 
consumption of fish caught in Crab 
Orchard Lake. Asked about this advisory, 
Kerley stated that, “the fish advisory is 
something that the state puts out for most 
lakes in Illinois, and a lot of times even 
the most pristine lakes will have fish that 
contain traces of mercury.” 

In regard to other aspects of the refuge, 
Vincent observed, “The one thing a lot 
of people don’t know is that right now, 
Crab Orchard is one of the top ten most 
visited refuges in the nation, and there 
are 540 refuges nationwide.” He also 
cited that it is the only refuge to house 
youth camps on its land—both Boy Scout 
and Girl Scout camps. The refuge attracts 
many hunters during hunting seasons. 

According to Vincent, deer hunting 
season alone brings in over a thousand 
people every year, about 80 percent of 
whom travel from Chicago needing local 
accommodations. The Crab Orchard 
National Wildlife Refuge staff members I 
spoke with estimate that when all is said 
and done, the refuge attracts about $20 
million annually of spending in the local 
economy. 

BY WAY OF PERSONAL 
OBSERVATION
Indeed, for many of us Crab Orchard 
is more than just a valuable asset to the 
local economy, it is also a place that 
grows upon nearly everyone who visits 
it. “A lot of people look at Crab Orchard 
as a city park,” said Brown. “The way 
the public interacts with this refuge is 
different.” 

Personally, I found much truth in his 
words as I trained for the refuge’s annual 
“Fly with the Eagles” half-marathon that 
takes place each February. I found myself 
forgetting my aching muscles, putting 
aside for a moment what I learned 
about the history of land and water 
contamination, and, instead, becoming 
immersed in the beauty of the land. I saw 
my first bald eagle at the refuge when 
I was younger, and even now I am still 
thrilled to spot one sitting atop a tall tree, 
surveying the magnificent land sprawled 
out beneath it.

Yet, Crab Orchard National Wildlife 
Refuge should not only be seen and 
enjoyed as a wildlife sanctuary and 
recreational site. It is not only a piece 
of weathered land that needs to be 
maintained, it also lends a rich history 

to our Southern Illinois community 
through its participation in World War 
II, and the land remediation processes 
that followed and continue today. 

In summary, Crab Orchard continues to 
undergo change, and like the Cache River 
watershed area in the southernmost part 
of our region, is an excellent example 
of dealing with less than desirable 
consequences of the confluence of land, 
water and human intervention. Both 

cases lead to the realization of the need 
for constant monitoring, investigation, 
engagement, and collaborative mitigation 
efforts by government agencies, citizen 
groups, landowners and residents. 

Hopefully we will learn from the 
mistakes of the past, so that one day, in 
the not so distant future, Crab Orchard 
can be a shining beacon of healthy 
coexistence between nature and people.

Photo by Michelle Rositch

Photo by Miriam Link-Mullison

Photo by Jim Osborn

Photo by Jim Osborn
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Locals living in the bottoms area next to 
the Mississippi, from Grand Tower to 
Thebes, recall that residents encouraged 
the levees when they were first being 
built in the late 1940s and early 1950s. 
“When the Corps built the levee, the 
people were for it. There were a couple of 
people against it, but most all everyone 
was for the Corps building the levee,” 
Dan Wilson said.

Though there was some debate about 
whose property they would pass 
through, most understood the levees 
would hold back the water and result 
in more land being available on which 
to farm and live. They were valued as a 
protective barrier between the peoples’ 
homes and the river. 

People who experienced floods before the 
levees, such as the one in 1943, especially 
appreciated the placement of levees. 
Della McMahan-Shepard described the 
’43 flood: “Up where I live now in Wolf 
Lake, they had put cattle in the loft of 
the barn, and chickens and pigs. And 
my father-in-law fed the livestock out 
of their boats to keep them from dying. 
It was a bad flood, many people were 
heart-broken, lost homes, and of course 
lost all their crops.” With the levees came 
a new sense of safety, and for years they 
prevented the water from washing away 
livestock, homes and crops. 

LEVEE FAILURE CAN CAUSE 
BIGGER PROBLEMS
Charles Burdick explained that before 
there were levees, the water would 
sometimes be 18 inches high in homes in 
Grand Tower during floods. However, if 
a levee were to fail today in Grand Tower, 
which is surrounded on all sides by 
levees, water could reach the tops of the 
doors of homes.  

Thus, with the levees, comes a great 
responsibility—to ensure they are 
maintained. Many locals feel this is 
the root of the problem: The federal 
government turned that responsibility 
over to the locals, who financially can’t 
afford to maintain the levees. 

This situation became especially difficult 
after the 1993 flood. Not only were the 

levees weakened, but some towns had to 
be evacuated for fear of them collapsing, 
and many taxpayers moved away. The 
flood of ’93 lasted for several months, 
making many realize just how unstable 
the levees had become over the years. 
In fact, it was due to the ’93 flood that 
Barbara and Kenneth Verble know today 
that they need to evacuate their home 
when the flood stage reaches about 48 
feet. They were told by the Army Corps 
of Engineers that they would have just 
seven minutes to escape if the levee failed 
behind their home. 

The Verbles also voiced frustration about 
another problem on which everyone 
agrees—changes in home flood insurance 
laws. They had flood insurance, but 
because of the language of the laws, 
they were only able to receive $300 after 
the ’93 flood. “The flood insurance was 
worthless,” vented Mr. Verble. Others 
point to how FEMA flood insurance laws 
prohibit people from building new homes 
in the area, thus continually contributing 
to a declining population and tax base 
in the area to help fund levee repairs. 

“Well, what are they going to do when 
they don’t have any food? That day is 
coming,” explained Wilson during a 
discussion of FEMA and the continual 
loss of the farming population. 

The flooding problem isn’t isolated to the 
Shawnee School District. Mouser pointed 
to how Olive Branch suffered in the 2011 
flood, and is still suffering from failed 
levees. Some in the town have considered 
relocating, but there is still uncertainty 
with how much the federal government 
would be willing to pay toward a buyout 
of their homes.

WHAT IS THE LOCALS’ 
SOLUTION? 
The locals are doing all they can with 
their own funds to fix the problems, 
such as holding chicken and dumpling 
fundraising dinners, but it’s not enough. 
Most feel saving the levees is dependent 
on how dedicated future political officials 
are to saving the bottoms by directing 
federal and state funds their way. It is 
clear the locals feel that political leaders 
have neglected them and the levees in the 
past. 

Today, it looks like the tide could be 
changing for the better. People notice 
that as the Shawnee students continue 
to raise awareness, the area seems to be 
gaining some attention by politicians, 
and locals have definitely developed 
a better working relationship with the 
Army Corps of Engineers. Many feel the 
key is convincing others of the value of 
the bottoms. 

Farmer and former Union County 
commissioner Randy Lambdin farms 
2,700 acres and has seen up to 700 to 
800 acres lost during floods. He stressed 
those in power must be convinced of how 
much agriculture is produced in the area. 
“For example, here in the bottoms, we 

live in both Union and Alexander county, 
and if these areas are lost and we lose 
these homes, and businesses such as the 
farms leave, it [will have] a huge impact 
economically on the area. In other words, 
on the non-flood areas, there’s gonna be 
a lot of lost property tax revenue, sales 
tax revenue. Actually, the river bottoms 
in Union County comprise 25 percent 
of the county [revenue], so if you take 
that much of the land mass away, that’s 
a huge property tax revenue that’s gone. 
So Shawnee Community College, Stinson 
Library, the Sheriff’s Department, etc. 
are going to take a huge hit. So it’s not a 
localized issue.”

We, the students of Shawnee High 
School, plan to continue our efforts 
to save the area. For our part, we are 
preparing a film with the assistance of 
SIU cinema students and Imagining 
Geographies that will present the levee 
problem to politicians. We do so because 
we realize that the future and legacy of 
our school are dependent on it, and we 
are working to meet that challenge.

SAVE THE LEVEES, SAVE THE FUTURE
VOICES OF SOUTHERN ILLINOIS

COMMUNITY LEADERS DISCUSS LIVING IN THE BOTTOMS WITH THE LEVEE PROBLEM
Students of Shawnee High School, Wolf Lake, Ill.

MCMAHAN-SHEPARD SUMMARIZED IT WELL. 
SHE FELT THAT THE LONGER THE LOCALS LIVED 

WITH THE LEVEES, THE MORE THEY DEVELOPED A 
FALSE SENSE OF SECURITY AND THE MORE THEY 

TOOK THEM FOR GRANTED.

WHO BETTER TO 
TELL US ABOUT A 
CURRENT PROBLEM 
THAN THE RESIDENTS 
AFFECTED BY IT? 
For the past four years, students 
at Shawnee High School, located 
in Wolf Lake, have been studying 
and working to raise awareness 
regarding deteriorating levees 
surrounding their school district, 
which lies in the bottoms along the 
Mississippi River and stretches from 
Grand Tower to Thebes. 

Sharing Knowledge… asked authors 
Michael Crane, Justin Goodman, 
Abbey McMahan, Logan McMahan, 
Braden Mezo and Tommy Whitaker 
to share some of their research 
about the levee problem, as well as 
the concerns and solutions posed 
by their parents, grandparents, 
community leaders and local 
experts.*

* The authors thank the following interviewees for sharing their stories: Randy Lambdin, Della McMahan-Shepard, Kenneth and Barbara Verble, Dan Wilson—all of Wolf Lake; 
Charles Burdick of Grand Tower; Bonnie Mouser of McClure; as well as their teacher Jamie Nash-Mayberry, and community member LaRae Whitaker.

BONNIE MOUSER EXPLAINED, “EVER SINCE I 
MOVED HERE—I WAS ABOUT 10 YEARS OLD—
WE’VE ALWAYS HAD THE LEVEE, WE’VE ALWAYS 

DEPENDED ON IT FOR SECURITY.”

Photo by Michelle Rositch
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It takes only a glance at a map to see 
that Alexander County is not one of 
those counties defined by straight 
lines and right angles. This is a county 
whose boundaries are, for the most part, 
waterways. Only the northern boundary, 
which separates it from the rest of the 
state, is laid out along a true latitude.

From the air, you can make out the 
county’s serpentine outlines — the deep 
green woods that snake along Mill Creek 
and the Cache River, and the gray-blues 
and browns of the Mississippi and Ohio. 
You can see, too, what lies within those 
boundaries — the etched and shadowed 
greens that are the wooded hills and 
ravines of the Shawnee National Forest. 
Just south of this lies the blue hook of 
Horseshoe Lake. And around the edges 
of the county — running all the way out 
to the rivers — are vast, flat farm fields 
that butt to the base of the levees. There 
are towns, too, and the city of Cairo. 

You can see, from on high, that Alexander 
County’s most prominent geographic 
feature is the confluence of the two great 
rivers. The Mississippi and the Ohio 
are North America’s largest waterways, 
and there is no place like this on the 
continent, perhaps the world. 

If you look closely at the place where 
these rivers merge, you’ll see that their 
waters do not blend easily. The swift, 
muddy browns from the north and the 
slower blues from the east collide and 
churn, wrestling for dominance. And for 
a mile or more downstream, you can still 
make out their distinct characters. The 
resultant river retains the name of one, 
but it is not the same. The Mississippi 
and the Ohio are neither; they have 
become a third thing.

Great power and potential lie here at 
the confluence, but it is a power only 
partially tapped and a potential largely 
unfulfilled. This region has not reaped 
great rewards from its geographic 
location, and it has been more servant 
than master of its own fate. Except 
for brief periods in its history, when 
railroads and bridges fueled speculation 
and spurts of growth, it has never fully 
prospered. Instead, it became a stepping 
off place for travelers, a bivouac for 
soldiers and a place where impatient 
investors rolled dice and lost. In many 
respects, Alexander County has been a 

transfer station for an economy bound for 
elsewhere. 

There are many reasons why that is, and 
you won’t easily find two people here 
who agree. Such is the nature of opinion 
in a region where independence and self-
reliance are two of the highest virtues. 

As with other geographic regions, the 
environment influences the character 
of the people who live there. Without 
resorting to generalities or painting with 
a brush too broad, it might be argued that 
Alexander County’s rough-hewn nature 
and its geopolitical isolation have bred a 
form of community-based individualism. 
While there may be a strong desire to 
do-it-yourself and go-it-alone, there is 
also a palpable willingness to help others. 
You can sense this on the streets of Cairo 
sometimes, in the gatherings of volunteer 
groups, and in churches, cafes and 
taverns. And you see it most apparent 
during times of crisis. 

There may be a lot of people living below 
the poverty line in this southernmost 
county of Illinois, but there’s an 
incalculable richness to the quality of 
life, which others may not immediately 
recognize. With jobs and careers scarce, 
people know they have to be good at a 
number of things in order to survive. 
So you’ll find all manner of rustic 
renaissance men and women. They work 
day jobs and farm on the weekends. 
They hunt and garden. There are those 
who repair motors and engines in the 
afternoon and tend bars in the evening. 
They run small businesses out of 
their kitchens and garages. There are 
musicians and teachers who will sling 
hammers on building sites, and there are 
people who get by on sheer pride and 
pluck. 

These are river folk and farmers, 
preservationists and demolition 
proponents, blacks and whites, tree 
huggers and timber men, the religious 
and the not so much. When they 
come together — like the two great 
rivers — they don’t always mix easily, 
yet something else emerges: a third 
thing. There are many currents here — 
economic, sociological, historical and 
natural — and there are more than rivers 
that converge at the confluence.

Here, too, there are photographs and 
words. 

ALEXANDER COUNTY: 
CONFLUENCES 
AND CURRENTS
THE ARTISTS’ STATEMENT ABOUT AN 
INSTALLATION IN MORRIS LIBRARY 
ROTUNDA, MARCH 17 – APRIL 6, 2014.
Gary Marx and Daniel Overturf

1. Confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers
2. Jerry Clutts, on his farm, Brownsville Road, rural Alexander County
3. Iretta Terrell, at home, Unity
4. Fence caught in tree after flooding on Mississippi River
5. Lisa and Larry Hale, at Hales Tavern and Liquor Store, Thebes
6. Rose Red Cloud and Lucille Mayberry, Tamms
7. Elevated house on Mississippi River, 2013 flooding
8. Bishop Paul Jones, Alexander County Circuit Clerk and Reverend at the Free Will Baptist Church, Cairo
9. Bones Prosser, Tubby Prosser and Doc Prosser, Turkey Hunters, Santa Fe Hills, rural Alexander County
10. Two houses near Horseshoe Lake, Miller City Road
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Photos by Daniel Overturf
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An expanded multi-county revision of last fall’s highly acclaimed Unity 
through the Arts brochure is being distributed throughout spring – 
summer 2014.  The aim of the brochure will be to inform residents 
and visitors about the work of artists and arts organizations active in 
Southern Illinois. 

The project is a continuation of work by an ad hoc coalition of artists, 
arts organizations, SIU arts programs, Small Business Development 
Center and Imagining Geographies.  

The brochure will be distributed at tourism and community sites such 
as wineries, hotels, B & Bs, libraries, and museums.  The group is 
encouraging artists to exhibit and sell their artwork by partnering with 
local businesses or by opening their studios to the public during these 
two weekends. 

You can obtain more information on the brochure and the Southern 
Illinois Arts Coalition via the Imagining Geographies website or send 
inquiries via email to:  soillartscoalition@gmail.com.

SUSAN STOKES, Weaver
Though she works on a loom to make rugs, Susan Stokes of Suzzie’s Rugs in Anna also 
weaves shawls using a method called tri-loom weaving. Susan began using continuous-
strand weaving when she inherited a seven-foot triangle loom: “I fell in love with it 
— it’s extremely relaxing,” she said. She starts weaving at the top of the loom and goes 
across with one long strand of yarn, with the last string running down the center. “Once 
you get the hang of the continuous strand weaving, it’s a lot easier because it’s self-
warping.” 

Susan sells her work in Anna at Down Home Do Dads and at Alligator and the Blue Fox 
in Cobden. She can be reached by calling 618/833-4721; via email at:  ssjs1@frontier.com; 
or by making an appointment to visit her studio located at 930 Old Saratoga Rd., Anna, 
ILL.

PATTIE CHALMERS, Sculptor
SIU’s Pattie Chalmers is a sculptor who creates a story within her work that depicts 
a shrinking of the distance between fact and fiction. It is not the complete story, she 
says, “but that is the way of stories: describing one viewpoint and leaving so much 
unexplained. The narratives that materialize can provide the frustration and satisfaction 
of deciphering a puzzle.” As an educator, she encourages students to “think creatively, 
to be inventive when solving problems, and to express themselves imaginatively. It is 
my belief that these skills will translate into any field.”

1

3

4 5

2

SO IL ARTS INTERACTIVE 

1 James, the Devil, and Brown Betty, 12” × 15” × 11”, Clay + Mixed Media, 2012 
2 Always burning, never burnt, 22” × 10” × 10”, Clay + Mixed Media, 2011 
3 Because I love you, I learned how to fight, Clay + Mixed Media, 4’1” × 2’2”× 10’6”, 2013 
4 Stumpland, 6’9” × 3’ × 3’, Clay + Mixed Media, 2013
5 Little Words, 4’5” × 20” × 22”, Clay + Mixed Media, 2013

Sharon Wittke and Whitney Schlosser
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Cobden’s Union County Museum has 
been chosen as the first of six Illinois sites 
to feature the Smithsonian Institution’s 
national exhibit on high school sports, 
entitled “Hometown Teams.”

The interactive exhibit will feature 
— quite literally — the stuff of which 
legends are made, gathered by the 
Smithsonian’s staff from throughout the 
country. Artifacts will be displayed that 
tell stories about historic rivalries, epic 
championships, traditions and teams, 
along with accounts of individuals who 
left their mark on a community through 
high school sports. 

Local additions, collected by museum 
volunteers and researchers, some of them 
dating back to the mid-1900s, present new 
perspectives on the impact high school 
athletics have had on Southern Illinois.

“It is a great honor for the museum and 
Southern Illinois to be selected as one 
of the six sites,” said Union County 
Historical and Genealogy Society 

President Patrick Brumleve. 

“Hometown Teams” was brought to the 
region through the Museum on Main 
Street program, as a partnership between 
the Smithsonian Institution Traveling 
Exhibition Service and the Illinois 
Humanities Council. 

Due to the large crowds expected, the 
exhibit will be displayed in the basement 
of St. Joseph’s Church, 103 N. Centennial 
St., Cobden, rather than the museum, 
through April 13.

Several programs are scheduled to take 
place throughout the event, including one 
featuring Les Winkeler, sports editor for 
the Southern Illinoisan, entitled “There’s 
No ‘I’ in Hometown Teams.”

In conjunction with the exhibit, several 
local businesses, artists, artisans and 
members of Southern Illinois Arts will 
hold their own events and exhibits to 
enrich the experience of visitors who 
come to Cobden and the region for 
the exhibit. See “Southern Illinois Arts 

Initiative” for examples of some of the 
artists who will be displaying their work. 

Cobden is the southernmost Illinois 
location chosen for the exhibit, which 
will move north to Mattoon, Nokomis, 
Waterloo and Rock Island before heading 
to the east coast. 

For more information about the 
Smithsonian exhibit, contact the Union 
County Museum at 618/893-2368. 

Information about the activities of the 
Southern Illinois Arts initiative can be 
found at soillarts.wordpress.com.

COBDEN TO BE THE HOMETOWN 
FOR “HOMETOWN TEAMS”
Whitney Schlosser

KEN HERMAN,  
Glassmaker
Ken Herman of Moonlight Glass lives 
in Grantsburg, where he moved after 
working for a large corporation in upstate 
Illinois. “I used to do scientific glasswork 
in a specialized laboratory for 18 years. 
Then I started playing with colored glass 
in my garage on the weekends — that’s 
where I got my name, Moonlight Glass,” 
he said. 

Herman describes himself as “a lamp 
worker. I use strictly borosilicate glass. 
I incorporate pure silver, 24-karat gold, 
and synthetic opals. I do everything from 
pendants to earrings, paperweights to 
sculptural pieces.” He uses floral themes, 
dragonflies, sea creatures and planets 
in his designs. “Most of my inspiration 
comes from nature and space,” he said. 
Email Ken for more information and 
sales: hermi62943@gmail.com

1. Perfume bottle, approx. 11” tall 
2. 24 karat gold fumed flower paperweight.

1

23

DAVID DARDIS, Sculptor
Dave Dardis opened the Rainmaker Art Studio on the Makanda Boardwalk 40 years 
ago. He works mostly with metal to create wall hangings, mirrors, both small and 
large sculptures. He is also an expert jewelry-maker with cabinets full of unique rings, 
necklaces, pins and bracelets. Dardis especially enjoys making bugs—big dragonflies he 
hangs from trees and giant grasshoppers he sells, but also “plants” among his shrubs 
in the renowned garden in the back of his studio.  Website: makandarainmaker.com/
recent-works/

KAREN FIORINO,  
Ceramicist
Karen Fiorino is the owner of Clay Lick 
Creek Pottery, and has a cozy studio 
tucked on a forested hillside behind her 
home in Makanda. Her pottery is often 
painted with flowers, animals and other 
natural things using bright colors. “The 
most popular designs are the ones I put 
my heart into and people respect that and 
feel it, and they find homes,” she said. 

Karen’s work can be viewed at www.
facebook.com/ClayLickCreekPottery; 
and purchased online at www.etsy.com/
shop/ClayLickCreekPottery

1. Set of Lotus bowls, majolica glazed red 
earthenware clay

2. Ornate Cat-nopic jar, majolica glazed red 
earthenware clay

3. Set of Red Poppy bowls, majolica glazed red 
earthenware clay

1

2
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Water. It sustains us. It delights us. 
It cannot be controlled. Through 
panoramas of Southern Illinois’ 
waterways and watershed, “Drop Trickle 
Flow” examines the use and abuse of 
water, from the grand to the minute. 

The installation, to open in the Morris 
Library Rotunda on April 7, includes four 
pairs of monitors placed symmetrically 
on four walls. By compartmentalizing the 
panoramas within each monitor, “Drop 
Trickle Flow” reflects our human desire 
to control water and nature in a fractured 
and fragmented way. 

The audience engages with “Drop Trickle 
Flow” by scanning a QR code located 
below each set of monitors. Using any 
smart device, the audience can scan 
the code, which opens a URL on their 
device’s screen, allowing them to trigger 

playback of video on the installation 
monitors. Videos will play and then 
disappear.

At each monitor, the audience may 
navigate videos through numerous 
panoramas. In the panoramas we see 
360-degree views of Heron Pond, the 
confluence of the Mississippi and Ohio 
rivers, Shawnee National Forest, sites 
along the Big Muddy River, and more. 
The videos call our attention to water in 
many states, from sublime to industrial, 
from the spiritual to the mundane. 
Spawning Asian carp. Barge traffic on the 
Mississippi. Flooded towns. Religious 
rituals on the River Ganga. Even though 
the Mississippi and Ganga rivers are 
half a world apart, they share cultural 
characteristics and environmental 
circumstances. Both rivers possess sacred 
qualities. Both rivers are threatened by 

agricultural production and by domestic 
and industrial waste. 

Waterways are sacred places. They create 
political boundaries. We try to control 
it. We dig. We dam. We dredge. We 

divert. We harm and neglect it. Through 
interaction with “Drop Trickle Flow,” 
the audience has the opportunity for 
reflection on the meaning of water in 
their own personal and public lives.

AN INTERACTIVE INSTALLATION
APRIL 7–MAY 16
Don Barth and Karla Berry
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VOICES OF SOUTHERN ILLINOIS

REALIZING IMAGINING 
COMMUNITY BILL OF RIGHTS COMES TO SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
Peter Lemish
Imagine a community bill of rights that 
is acted upon by residents in monthly 
Community Assembly meetings 
or in biannual community-wide 
referendums. For example, residents 
might vote on a proposal shared with 
me recently by a local bank official: Ten 
percent of all funds paid as mortgage 
payments by residents should remain 
in Jackson County to be used to support 
loans dedicated to advancing local 
development projects. 

Through either an assembly or 
referendum, residents could decide on 
proposals offered by citizens, nonprofit 
organizations, the local Chamber of 
Commerce, the City Council or County 
Commission that were deemed to have 
potentially significant impact on the 
health, wellbeing and quality of life for 
all living entities occupying the city or 
county limits. 

Does a community bill of rights seem 
like an idea worth considering? Is this 
a meeting you would likely attend or 
an election in which you would like to 
participate? Well, none of these ideas 
are wild or an imaginary dream, as 
over 100 communities throughout the 
United States of America have moved 
to realize such proposals by adopting a 
Community Bill of Rights. 

Imagining Geographies is pleased 
to serve as a vehicle through which 
residents of Southern Illinois, including 
members of the SIU community, will 
have opportunities to learn more about 
the ideas behind the Community Rights 
Movement.

COMMUNITY RIGHTS 101
IG-hosted discussions of the community 
rights argument will begin with a lecture 
on April 4 in the SIU School of Law, 
Room 102, by Professor Martha Nandorfy 
of the University of Guelph, located 
near Toronto. Professor Nandorfy is the 
co-author, with Daniel Fischlin, of a 2012 
publication that also carries the title of 
her lecture: The Community of Rights, 
The Rights of Community. (A review of 
the author’s book can be found on the IG 
website.)

The argument presented by Fischlin 
and Nandorfy can be summarized as 
follows: The most complete version of 
rights should view civil/human rights 
as working in tandem with multiple 
manifestations of community rights. 
They write in their book, “Explicit in the 
title is the interlinked notion that not only 
is there a community of rights but that 
communities themselves have rights. The 
latter idea may seem self-evident but it 
is, in fact, not so clear-cut.” Further, they 
state, “Our book explores what it might 
mean to think about rights through a 
prism in which neither the individual 
nor the community has meaning, one 
without the other, where neither term is 
privileged.” 

The argument that the authors make is, 
in their view, extremely crucial at this 
point in time, “Local communities have 

largely been excluded from having a say 
in crucial decisions that can alter their 
lives dramatically.” Citing evidence from 
how legal systems have been contorted to 
serve corporations and corporate profits, 
the authors claim that we are witnessing 
what amounts to an “all-out war on 
democratic principles.” 

Benjamin Barber, an American political 
scientist, made a similar argument in 
his 1984 book “Strong Democracy – 
Participatory Politics for a New Age.” 
Barber juxtaposed a strong democracy, 
one in which the will of the people is 
exerted in crucial decisions affecting the 
lives of all forms of life in a particular 
context, with a weak democracy, in 
which the people transfer their power 
once every four years to their elected 
representatives. 

STORYTELLING AND 
COMMUNITY RIGHTS 
Both books, “Strong Democracy” as well 
as “Community of Rights,” argue for 
ground-up, participatory politics. The 
interesting turn presented by Fischlin and 
Nandorfy is that they call for advancing 
this process through storytelling, as 
they stated in a 2012 interview: “We 
consider storytelling to be the primary 
mode of communication.   Indigenous 
peoples, poor people, marginalized 
people everywhere struggle to be heard 
by juridical and political systems, and 
to tell  their stories in holistic ways that 
experts often ignore or don’t know  how 
to interpret and to which they cannot 
respond in meaningful ways.”  

This observation is stated in an operative 
way in their book, as follows: “A key 
methodology we have deployed… has 
been to engage with so-called alternative 
sources of information. Indigenous 
storytelling, for instance, accessible as 
aural narrative, published literature, or 
film testimony, has helped us understand 
Western forms of ignorance – and helped 
us re-think human rights and dignity 
from land-based perspectives that are 
ecological in the more comprehensive 
sense.” 

Following the authors’ lead, Imagining 
Geographies, together with the Rural 
Civil Rights Project, led by SIU Assistant 
Professor Angela Aguayo, is organizing 
five workshops to enable community 
members to understand the power 
or storytelling and the techniques of 
interviewing, as well as preservation 
of sounds and images recorded during 
storytelling sessions, for example with 
family members or neighbors. 

REALIZING IMAGINING: 
EXAMPLES OF COMMUNITY 
RIGHTS CAMPAIGNS
To ground this discussion, consider the 
following three concrete examples of the 
Community Rights Movement as it has 
been developing in the U.S. over the last 
two years: 

• Bellingham, Wash., Ballot Initiative No. 
2012-2: “City of Bellingham Initiative 
No. 2012-2 concerns the people’s right 
of self-government. This measure 
would establish the sovereignty of 
Bellingham residents, the rights of 
natural communities, and rights to a 

sustainable energy future and a healthy 
climate; prohibit corporations from 
transporting coal in the City; deny 
legal personhood and constitutional 
rights to corporate violators; deny the 
use of federal and state preemptive 
law to corporate violators; deny the 
validity of contrary permits; authorize 
private party civil enforcement actions; 
and repeal all inconsistent provisions 
of existing City ordinances.” See 
coal-free-bellingham.org/bellingham-
community-bill-of-rights.

• Hartford, Conn.: On January 20, 
2014, Hartford Rising!, a grassroots 
coalition of individuals, community 
organizations and civic leaders, made 
its first public pronouncement by 
declaring that “it is dedicated to break 
the bonds of poverty on Connecticut’s 
Capitol City and its neighborhoods. 
The coalition has committed to develop 
and adopt a Community Bill of Rights; 
a social compact that seeks to address 
Hartford’s high unemployment, 
disparities in civil rights, income 
inequality, and lack of a quality public 
education for all its students.” See 
hartfordrising.org/about

• Johnson County, Ill.: Vote took place 
on March 18, 2014, on the following 
petition, circulated via MoveOn: “We 
support placing a referendum on 
the spring ballot that says, ‘Shall the 
people’s right to local self-government 
be asserted by Johnson County to ban 
corporate fracking as a violation of 
their rights to health, safety and a clean 
environment?’”

In an interview with the Goreville 
Gazette, Stephen Nickels, a resident 
of Johnson County who supports 
the referendum, provided a fitting 
summary of the Community Bill of 
Rights Movement, when he stated: “If 
the ballot initiative were to be placed 
on the ballot and were to pass it would 
give the commissioners an indication 
that the voters of Johnson County would 
be in favor of their taking back from 
the State Government and the Federal 
Government their ability to govern what 
happens within the borders of Johnson 
County; a right they do not currently 
have.”

WORKSHOP DATES: APRIL 5, 10, 12, 16
SEE PROFESSOR AGUAYO’S ARTICLE ON PAGE 15  

ALONG WITH A LIST OF WORKSHOP DETAILS.

The full list of events related to 
Community Rights can be found on 
page 20 of Sharing Knowledge… as 
well as the IG website: imagining.
siu.edu.

READ MORE ABOUT
THE COMMUNITY RIGHTS 

INITIATIVE IN THE FOLLOWING 
PAGES. PLEASE JOIN US AT 
THE EVENTS LISTED IN THE 

PROGRAM ON PAGE 20; AND 
READ MORE DETAILS AND 

UPDATES ON THE EVENTS AT 

IMAGINING.SIU.EDU
OR FACEBOOK.COM/

IMAGININGGEOGRAPHIES.

MARTHA NANDORFY is Associate Professor in the University of Guelph, and co-author, with Daniel Fischlin, of the book 
carrying the same title as her lecture, published in 2012 by Black Rose Books. Both authors are members of the faculty of the School 
of English & Theater Studies at the University of Guelph in Canada. The duo are also the co-authors of “Eduardo Galeano: Through the 
Looking Glass,” and “The Concise Guide to Global Human Rights.”
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Natalie Long 

I grew up in Southern Illinois. My 
childhood summers were spent riding 
a tractor with my grandfather, and 
shucking corn on the porch stoop with 
my grandmother. Growing up in a family 
that has ties running throughout the 
southern region of the state, this was the 
home to which I always returned, even 
after leaving for college and continuing 
on to law school.

THE PERSONAL 
BECOMES POLITICAL
Both during and after law school, I 
went to central and southern Mexico 
to do legal work. I worked closely 
with communities affected by strip 
mines, factory pollution and aquifer 
contamination. I became outraged at the 
injustices I witnessed and documented, 
and began examining the pattern that I 
observed: Community after community 
used as a resource colony for corporate 
interests. It became apparent that the 
problem was structural; one deeply 
engrained in law, politics and economics. 
Still, on a personal level, the problem was 
remote for me; that is, it didn’t hit home.

But then it did. In the summer of 2013, I 
was working with farmers in rural Mexico, 
assisting them in fighting industry-related 
groundwater contamination. At the same 
moment, the state of Illinois passed the 
Hydraulic Fracturing Regulatory Act. It 
was that vote, by my representatives, that 
brought environmental justice home to me.  

Seeking a way to return home, I saw 
a job opening working to advance 
community rights in Southern Illinois, and 
I immediately applied. I wrapped up my 
casework in Mexico in October 2013, and 
came back home, as the Southern Illinois 
Community Rights Coordinator on behalf 
of the Community Environmental Legal 
Defense Fund. 

ADVANCING 
COMMUNITY RIGHTS 
The Community Environmental Legal 
Defense Fund is a non-profit law office 
based in Pennsylvania. The office 
was founded in 1995, and originally 
functioned as a traditional environmental 
organization. Staff worked within the 
regulatory system, appealing permits and 
using zoning ordinances and regulations 
to stall or mitigate the harm that occurred 
in communities.

However, following a number of 
experiences, staffers at CELDF decided 
this was an unsatisfactory way to work. 
After all, people wanted to prevent harm 
from happening, not simply delay or 
mitigate damage. 

Experience led to realizing that the 
problems communities face go deeper 
than any particular corporate activity; 
rather, each problem is symptomatic of 
a larger underlying crisis of governance. 
Today, communities across the country 
find that they don’t have the right to make 
critical decisions for themselves — such as 
the right to say “no” to fracking, and the 
right to say “yes” to sustainable energy 
and food systems. In short, here too in 
Southern Illinois, we don’t have a fracking 
problem; we have a democracy problem.

COMMUNITY CHOICES 
Given the current structure of law, a 
community has four choices when faced 
with imposition of an intervention into 
their lives, such as fracking:

• Do nothing. 
• Document what happens in regard 

to implementation of existing law, 
regulations and work of regulators; 
report violations to regulatory 
authorities, representatives and the 
press; seek court injunctions if there is 
inaction by authorities to reports.

• Propose legislation or other actions 
that seek to mitigate possible damages. 

Actions undertaken through this option 
will not necessarily stop fracking, 
unless violations are upheld by 
regulators and the courts.

• Work to change existing law. This can 
be done in numerous ways, including 
working from the ground up by 
residents of cities and counties voting 
on referendums that recognize the right 
to say “no” to practices communities 
consider harmful. 

In 1998, CELDF began assisting 
communities to advance the fourth 
option; namely, to draft legally binding 
laws whereby they residents asserted 
their right to local self-governance. This 
work included serving communities 
facing threats from mining, factory farms, 
genetically modified seeds, sludging and 
fracking. 

COMMUNITY  
RIGHTS  TODAY
Approximately 160 communities across 
the country have enacted these local laws 
to date, each one known as a Community 
Bill of Rights. These laws perform two 
primary functions: (a) they assert the 
rights of the community, including 
the right to local self-governance, the 
right to clean air and water, sustainable 
energy, sustainable food systems and the 
rights of nature; and (b) they prohibit 
activities that violate those rights, such 
as fracking. The result is that harmful 
corporate activities that directly impact 
a community are banned, as community 
rights are elevated above corporate 
“rights.”

No two Community Bills of Rights are the 
same, as community members tailored 
it to meet the needs of their community. 
In doing so, they take ownership of the 
process, and draft a law that reflects the 
interests of their community. The citizens 
decide which rights to emphasize, and 
what activity violates those rights. 

Naysayers claim local government has no 
capacity to ban an activity legalized by 
the state. But that misses the entire point. 
A government cannot preempt the rights 
of a people to local self-governance, 
clean air and clean water. These rights 
are higher law than state law. Because 
preemption goes to the relationship 
between the state and the municipality 
or county, and cannot be applied to 
rights, there are distinct interests between 
the local governing structure and its 
residents. Local politicians are elected to 
protect the health, safety and welfare of 
their constituents — not let money and 
power rob them of their rights. 

Right now, folks in Johnson County, Ill., are 
talking about this very issue. In a commu-

nity rights referendum March 18, voters 
voiced their opinion on a Community Bill 
of Rights in Johnson County.

There’s more to say about the issue of 
community rights. Much more. The 
fight for our communities is properly 
understood as a civil rights issue — and, 
as with all civil rights issues, it begins by 
community members taking a stand and 
saying “Enough. What can I do to change 
this situation?”

SUSTAINABILITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE, POLICY, AND COMMUNICATION

BRINGING COMMUNITY RIGHTS 
HOME TO SOUTHERN ILLINOIS

Learn more about community 
rights at the following IG events: 
APRIL 4, 5 P.M. 
Lecture and discussion with Martha 
Nandorfy, entitled: The Community 
of Rights, The Rights of Community. 
School of Law, Room 102

APRIL 5, 4 P.M. 
Community workshop: Telling 
Stories for Community Change. 
Co-facilitated by Angela Aguayo and 
Martha Nandorfy. Cristaudo’s, 209 S. 
Illinois Ave. Carbondale, Ill.
For details about these events 
and associated workshops, see IG 
program on page 20, and the IG 
website: imagining.siu.edu.

ANGELA AGUAYO (Ph.D.) is an 
assistant professor in SIU’s Department 
of Cinema and Photography. She is 
a media maker and scholar broadly 
focused on possibilities for documentary 
films to engage the process of social 
change. Five of her award-winning 
documentary shorts have been utilized 
in community engagement campaigns, 
screened at festivals and exhibited in 
museums throughout the world. Her 
interest in undocumented history led to 
development of the Rural Civil Rights 
Project, an interdisciplinary oral history 
project focused on media production as a 
means to community engagement.

DON BARTH (M.F.A.) was born in 
Chicago and raised in a blue collar 
neighborhood underneath O’Hare 
airport. His current artwork explores 
virtual interactive narratives and 
landscapes, while pursuing JavaScript 
and HTML5 for fun and profit. He is also 
developing educational frameworks for 
using his art in educational settings.

KARLA BERRY (M.F.A.) is a professor, 
administrator and media artist. Recent 
collaborative, sponsored projects include 
the South Carolina Film Consortium, the 
AIDS PPSA Project and the Global Rivers 
Project. Her experimental, documentary 
and interactive media projects have been 
exhibited on mobile devices, television 
and outdoor public screens in the U.S. 
and abroad. She also serves as director of 
SIU’s Center for Teaching Excellence.

CADE BURSELL (M.F.A.) lives with 
her partner, two dogs, five cats and 
numerous wild creatures in the hills of 
Southern Illinois. Her experimental films 
investigate the ways in which humans 
portray, interact with and care for more 
than the human world. She teaches 
in SIU’s Department of Cinema and 
Photography. 
 
STACY JILL CALVERT is an artist and 
media maker living in Southern Illinois. 
Her work focuses on cultural identities, 
feminist practices and emerging media. 

She is currently a MFA graduate student 
in SIU’s College of Mass Communication 
and Media Arts program.

DEIDRA D. DAVIS is a doctoral student 
in SIU’s Environmental Resources and 
Policy program. Her research focuses on 
environmental justice, environmental 
sitings and public policy. She is a 
member of Carbondale’s Sustainability 
Commission and serves on the planning 
committee of SIU’s Women’s Civic Institute. 

JANET ELIZABETH DONOGHUE, eco-
activist-artist-scholar, is host-producer 
of Greenhouse Rebellion radio show, 
which features local to global, personal to 
political news of our environment, every 
Friday from noon to 2 p.m. on WDBX 
91.1fm, with a live stream at wdbx.org. 
As a doctoral student, she is completing 
research on creative messaging 
and resistance in climate change 
communication. She is also the assistant 
to SIU’s Sustainability Coordinator, Kris 
Schachel. 

REX DUNCAN is the Director of 
Community Development and Outreach 
in SIU’s Office of Economic and Regional 
Development, and the mayor of the city 
of Du Quoin, Illinois.

JONATHAN GRAY (Ph.D.) is an 
associate professor in SIU’s Department 
of Communication Studies. His 
research focuses on environmental 
communication, using rhetorical criticism 
and performance methods to investigate 
public discourse about environmental 
issues. His environmentally themed solo 
performance work has been presented in 
university and other public venues across 
the country.

ANDREA HAHN  joined SIU in 2007 as a 
member of University Communication’s 
writing team. She writes, among other 
things, feature stories highlighting 
student and faculty research, creative 
activities and accomplishments. She 
holds a bachelor’s degree in English from 
Saginaw Valley State University.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS The views presented in this publication are not those of Southern Illinois University. Rather, authors have been invited to share 
their knowledge for the purpose of informing readers’ understanding and discussion of complex issues and phenomena. Therefore, 

the articles printed in Sharing Knowledge... reflect the views of the authors alone.

OP-ED:  VIEWS OF AN ACTIVIST AND OBSERVER 
EDITOR’S NOTE: Active in bringing the Community Rights Movement to 
Southern Illinois, the author was asked to share her views and observations 
through a local example of such an effort.  

A COMMUNITY BILL OF RIGHTS IS ABOUT 
THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE, 

WHICH CANNOT BE REGULATED OR  
PREEMPTED BY THE STATE.

Continued on page 15
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What is the Rural Civil 
Rights Project?
Rural Civil Rights Project is an 
interdisciplinary oral history project 
focused on media production and 
archiving as a means to community 
engagement. RCRP’s goal is to collect 
and contribute previously undocumented 
perspectives to the dynamic, ever 
expansive historical narrative. In 
contributing diverse voices to this 
historical process, media engagement 
assists in building a more inclusive 
community. 

In advancing RCRP, I meld production 
practice and grassroots history by 
bringing together disconnected 
communities around shared interests. 
Grassroots history has a profound 
vantage point to assess the success 
and failure of social policy. This 
can occur because undocumented 
history is often a collection of voices 
whose narratives have been silenced, 
forgotten, ignored, minimized or erased 
from dominant historical accounts. 
Furthermore, contributing to previously 
undocumented history can clarify 
the legacy of contemporary social 
conditions and (re)negotiate dominant 
public memory to be inclusive and 
collaborative. 

RCRP works towards creating 
engagement opportunities in a variety 
of ways. Communities gather to share 
and document their oral histories. They 
archive personal records of community 
members, and so become local historians. 
They learn media production skills 
that they then apply in order to enable 
people to tell their own stories. And, 
they create a space and opportunities 
for productive community dialogue 
via face-to-face sharing of recorded 
materials and discussion. All these 
activities are constructed with the 
intention to contribute to a more robust 
understanding of local history and to 
advance a more equitable future for the 
entire community. 

Why is understanding civil rights 
history important right now? 
In my view, there has been no time in my 
lifetime when it has been more essential 

for everyone to invest in transforming 
our understanding about race. There 
is so much tension in the air, and legal 
protection for those engaged in various 
forms of racial violence.

We began community RCRP dialogue 
here in Carbondale by gathering oral 
histories for what later became the 
film “778 Bullets.” Interestingly, after 
each of the six screenings of the film 
over the last year, audience members 
discussed perceived and real threats, 
past and present. Such threats are local 
translations of current chapters in thorny 
race relations occurring throughout this 
country such as the Trayvon Martin trial 
in Florida, the death of Oscar Grant in 
Oakland which was the subject of the 
recent film “Fruitvale Station,” as well 
as the shootings of Jonathan Ferrell 
and Renisha McBride, who died from 
gunshot wounds sustained while trying 
to obtain aid after car injuries.  

Directly after the verdict in the Trayvon 
Martin murder trial, many persons in 
the local Carbondale community, as well 
as across the country, were in a great 
deal of shock. Overall, there continue to 
be few words to express the impact of 
this event. This was echoed at a small 
rally demanding justice for Martin at the 
Carbondale Federal Building in late July 
2013. 

These incidents were referred to by many 
audience members during community 
meetings when discussing the largely 
undocumented history of race and civil 
rights in Carbondale. This, in turn, 
created an exigency for screenings and 

discussions of “778 Bullets,” and our 
plans for future research-filmmaking 
projects. 

As Angela Davis argued, in a highly 
attended visit to campus this semester, 
“What if the past is not the past? What 
if the past is the present?” Her call 
was to move past “remembrances into 
transformation and purging” as a way 
toward reconciliation. 

Why is community engagement 
important? What are some of the 
possibilities for building connections 
between the university and local 
community?
I am beginning to learn a lot about the 
history of community engagement 
initiated by SIU over the years. I am 
currently finishing a documentary short 
on the Gaia House as a space of racial 
integration before policy and cultural 
norms would allow such activities in 
Carbondale. Along the way I learned 
about SIU President Roscoe Pulliam and 
the moves he made to establish what is 
now Gaia House. More than establishing 
a space or interfaith dialogue, he did so 
on the grounds of collaboration across 
racial divides. From 1935 to 1944, Pulliam 
also democratized administrative policy, 
giving greater say to an advisory council 
composed of faculty and students. It is 
well documented that a faculty senate 
and a council of elected students thrived 
under his leadership. 

I am productively challenged by Roscoe 
Pulliam’s commitment to community 
engagement and shared governance in 
the university’s early history. Indeed, I 

have been thinking about how we can 
strengthen the connections between 
community members and the university. 
For me, the RCRP is one way I envision 
building such connections.

As time marches on, important aspects of 
this history in Southern Illinois risk being 
erased. I believe significance of the Rural 
Civil Rights Project is immense, bringing 
together disparate and incomplete 
archives of this history that have local 
and national importance.

THE RURAL CIVIL RIGHTS PROJECT
PROJECT UPDATES, VOICES OF SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 

AUTO-INTERVIEW BY ENGAGED FILMMAKER AND SCHOLAR ANGELA AGUAYO

SPRING 2014 WORKSHOPS OF 
RURAL CIVIL RIGHTS PROJECT 
In conjunction with Imagining Geographies and 
Nonviolent Carbondale Coalition.
April 5: TELLING STORIES FOR COMMUNITY CHANGE 
 Angela Aguayo & Martha Nandorfy. 
 4 - 7 p.m., Cristaudo’s, 209 S. Illinois Ave,  
 Carbondale 
April 10: COLLECTING PERSONAL STORIES 
 OF NONVIOLENCE 
 Youth Hands-on Workshop
 5 - 7 p.m.
 Boys & Girls Club
 Basic skills in sound & image production.
April 12: COLLECTING PERSONAL STORIES OF  
 COMMUNAL LIFE 
 Community Hands-on Workshop 
 2 - 5 p.m.
 Basic skills in sound & image production. 
 SIU College of Mass Communication & Media 
 Arts, 1100 Lincoln Drive. (Free parking)
April 16: CELEBRATING LOCAL STORIES OF  
 SOCIAL CHANGE 
 Opportunity to share documented stories.
 5 - 7 p.m.
 Eurma Hayes Center. 441 East Willow Street.

TARA HEMBROUGH (Ph.D.) is 
Assistant Director of Writing Studies 
in SIU’s Department of English. She 
coordinates integration of university 
themes of sustainability and water in 
the English 101 curriculum, and edits 
the core Mercury Reader. Additionally, 
she facilitates university-wide faculty 
research presentations related to these 
subjects.

ELISA HERRMANN (M.F.A.) is an 
award-winning filmmaker from Brazil, 
and film production faculty member 
in SIU’s Department of Cinema and 
Photography since 2012. She directs 
the Big Muddy Film Festival and is the 
faculty advisor to the Film Alternatives 
student organization. Her most recent 
screenplay, “Death Expectancy,” is a 
dark short comedy that won awards in 
several screenwriting festivals and is 
currently in preproduction. 

PETER LEMISH (Ph.D.) is a faculty 
member in the SIU School of Journalism. 
He facilitates the Imagining Geographies 
initiative and advises the student-led 
Civic Communication Collective. He 
is an engaged scholar whose research, 
teaching and civic engagement include 
civic communication, conflict and crisis 
reporting and media involvement in 
social change initiatives. 

NATALIE LONG (J.D.) is an attorney 
who works as a regional coordinator for 
the Community Environmental Legal 
Defense Fund. 

GARY MARX is a writer and editor. 
He has worked more than 35 years for 
newspapers in the Midwest, including 
the Kansas City Star and the Southern 
Illinoisan, where he was a columnist and 
news editor. He is a project manager for 
Kansas City Star Books. His website is 
www.marxjournal.com. 

DANIEL OVERTURF (M.F.A.) has been 
a faculty member in the SIU Cinema 
and Photography department for nearly 
a quarter of a century. Previously he 

taught at Wichita State University, Illinois 
Central College and Dwight Correctional 
Center. He has also worked with 
international students during workshops 
in Canada, Scotland, Thailand and the 
Czech Republic. He is a co-author of 
“A River Through Illinois” (2008, with 
Gary Marx) and “Artificial Lighting for 
Photography” (2009, with Joy McKenzie). 

SALLY POTTER-MCINTYRE (Ph.D.) is 
Assistant Professor in SIU’s Department 
of Geology.  Her research focuses on 
diagenesis of sedimentary rocks with 
application to petroleum geology and 
Mars sedimentology. She is cofacilitating, 
together with Professor Susan Rimmer, 
the student-directed course described in 
her article.

SILVIA SECCHI (Ph.D.) is Assistant 
Professor in Energy and Environmental 
Policy at SIU. She is a natural 
resource economist, and her work 
integrates economic, geographical and 
environmental modeling. Her research 
focuses on environmental policy and the 
impacts of land use on floodplains, water 
and carbon emissions. 

WHITNEY SCHLOSSER earned her 
bachelor’s degree in journalism, is 
currently a master’s degree student in 
SIU College of Mass Communication and 
Media Arts and serves as the coordinator 
of the Imagining Geographies initiative.

NICK SMALIGO is a doctoral student 
in philosophy and organizer living 
in Carbondale. Aside from working 
with others to prevent fracking and 
challenging the prison industrial 
complex, he is currently working on 
a book for Open Court Press entitled 
“The Occupy Movement Explained: The 
Resurfacing of Radicalism in America.”

ANNA SPOERRE is currently a senior 
at Carterville High School. She is editor 
of her school newspaper, and plans to 
double major in Journalism and English 
in her university studies. 

THE AUTHOR WAS ASKED BY SHARING KNOWLEDGE... TO ANSWER WHAT SHE CONSIDERS TO BE KEY QUESTIONS ABOUT HER RURAL CIVIL RIGHTS PROJECT, AS A SCHOLAR-FILMMAKER. 

Summer 2013 protest in Carbondale

Continued from page 14
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RESEARCH UPDATES
BRIEF OVERVIEWS OF INVESTIGATIVE PROJECTS BEING ADVANCED BY SIU STUDENTS IN 
JOURNALISM 419 – CONFLICT & CRISIS REPORTING DURING THE 2014 SPRING SEMESTER. 
FOLLOW THEIR REPORTING AT IMAGINING.SIU.EDU 

HARRISBURG RECOVERY 
Jennifer Gonzalez, Bethany Lee, Ashley Mallick

How is Harrisburg doing after the 2012 
Leap Year tornado struck the city? What 
have residents, including local officials, 
learned that can help prepare the city 
and other communities for future 
emergencies? 

The immediate effects of the Leap Year 
disaster were that eight people died, 
and approximately 200 homes and 
businesses were destroyed or heavily 
damaged. The transition to recovery 
started nearly immediately after the 
tornado struck. Community residents 
and leaders readily acknowledge that 
this was made possible by the many 
ways in which residents of Harrisburg 
worked together, aided by business and 
volunteer organizations from 
throughout the region. 

Two years later, many of the physical 
consequences of the disaster are being 
addressed as homes are being rebuilt 

and shops reopened for business. So, 
thus far, it seems that post-disaster 
Harrisburg could be considered an 
example of what disaster experts call 
“community resilience.” 

However, we know there are long-term 
effects and limits to what communities 
can do, especially ones located in a 
region with high rates of unemployment 
and poverty. 

Therefore, we are investigating two 
interrelated matters regarding the 
quality of recovery efforts: First, what 
could have aided recovery efforts, 
beyond community-regional resources, 
such as FEMA assistance? Second, what 
prevention and mitigation lessons were 
learned in Harrisburg that can assist 
residents and community leaders in 
Harrisburg and Bridgeport, as well as 
other communities, deal with future 
disasters and emergencies? 

FRACKING DEBATE
CONTINUES IN
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
Nathan Green, Joshua Hellmann, Jordan VanDeveer

The fate of fracking did not end with June 2013 passage of the bill that allows for 
regulated hydraulic fracking in Illinois. Our investigation is documenting the 
post-legislation situation, with a view to understanding what energies and resources 
“fracking” of communal life in southern life has released. So far we see that while 
many of the same arguments continue to be raised, new possibilities for citizen action 
are being tested here in Southern Illinois. 

On the one hand, the same arguments continue to be made by both sides: Proponents 
claim that fracking will increase job numbers and boost the economy. Opponents 
continue to protest and point to evidence of risks gathered from other states, such as 
contaminated or depleted water supplies, increased risk of earthquakes and limited 
increases in job opportunities over an extended period of time. 

On the other hand, actions advanced in several Southern Illinois communities are 
leading to new forms of civic action. Councils in Carbondale, Carlyle and Alto Pass 
banned fracking. Moratoriums have been proposed in towns such as Murphysboro 
and Anna, and in counties including Jackson, Union and Hardin. 

The fracking debate has led other communities, such as residents of Johnson County, 
to petition successfully for a vote on a referendum to establish a Community Bill of 
Rights. If passed, the CBR would enable citizens, not solely elected representatives, to 
vote on proposals they consider a threat to the public good. 

Establishing a CBR does not mean fracking is not allowed. Rather, it means that 
community members will decide — not just local government officials. Natalie Long, 
who is working in Southern Illinois to advance CBR initiatives on behalf of 
Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund, stated, “whether or not a person is 
for or against fracking, that person should still want a Community Bill of Rights 
because it protects the people within the community.” The vote in Johnson County 
took place on March 18, 2014. 

So the debate continues: Help a crumbling economy or fight against possible 
pollution and disasters. 

LIVING IN POVERTY 
Kayla Brough and Haley Petre 

Poverty is a “lose-lose-lose” situation: First, the potential of valuable human 
resources is unrealized. Second, government budgets suffer because of safety net 
costs needed to support persons who qualify for assistance. Third, the quality of 
present and future lives of persons living in poverty is a significant loss for them. In 
seeking to relate this situation to the SIU community, we are investigating claims that 
there are students living in poverty here at SIU. 

Student struggles with financial difficulties is an all too well-known story. As the 
recent congressional debate and the film “Default” demonstrated, students able to 
take out student loans can find themselves with huge debts when they leave college. 
But, with students who attend SIU coming from both urban and rural areas afflicted 
by poverty, we are investigating the realities of the lives of SIU students unable to 
take out student loans, or who do so but lack sufficient sums to cover their living 
expenses. Could it be that there are students at SIU who are chronically hungry and 
living with other aspects of poverty? If so, what do they do to survive, and how does 
SIU and the community help them?

Mildrea Hood, a resident assistant in SIU’s Kellogg Residence Hall, reported to us 
that while she knows many SIU students who are struggling financially, there are also 
a few extreme cases, such as a student who “lived in a shelter his last year of college, 
and had to find different sources of food to eat, including ‘dumpster diving’ and 
receiving food at nearby Good Samaritan House.” 

Professor Dafna Lemish, interim dean of the College of Mass Communication and 
Media Arts, told us that she and her staff find ways to assist students who are hungry, 
as well as those who have emergency financial needs. Dean Lemish also placed 
concerns about poverty in a larger context. “If the university suffers declining 
enrollment or other kinds of changes, as we have over the last decade or so, it affects 
the entire area.” Lemish explained that as the region’s largest employer, the 
university’s enrollment has a very strong economic impact on Southern Illinois. 

Beyond continuing to investigate the face of the poverty at SIU, we are also interested 
to find out what SIU is doing, as a research university with a mission of civic 
engagement, to help the region deal with such a significant human concern as 
poverty.

SOLAR FARM CONFLICT
IN CARBONDALE 
Josh Murray, Aleisha Troutman, Justyna Wolek

A multimillion-dollar deal that will 
produce clean energy and tax revenues 
through installation of a solar farm on 
unusable land would seem like manna 
from heaven in a city desperate for 
investment. Yet, due to multiple demands 
for due diligence and transparency by 
concerned citizens, the City Council of 
Carbondale has postponed making this 
decision. Our team is documenting how 
residents and city leaders are dealing with 
this proposal. 

Citizens make three claims: No studies of 
the health and safety consequences have 
been conducted, residents are not being 
consulted nor are they involved in the 
decision-making process. Further, they 
argue that if the city proceeds without 
addressing these claims, then council 
members are giving in to corporate 
interests and prioritizing the city’s 
financial difficulties over citizens’ health 
and safety. 

The concern for health and safety is due to 
the fact that the solar farm, proposed by 
the Brightfields corporation, is to be 
located on the land of the former Koppers 

wood-treatment facility, operational from 
1902 to 1991, now owned by the Beazer 
East, Inc. In 2003, the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency ordered 
an environmental cleanup of the land, 
declared by the EPA to be a brownfield 
site due to large amounts of creosote and 
other dangerous chemicals found in the 
soil. Creosote, a chemical used by the 
plant to treat railroad ties and utility 
poles, is known to cause skin and 
respiratory problems that can be fatal. 
While there are anecdotal reports by 
families of high rates of cancer among 
family members, residents claim that no 
systematic investigations of their claims 
have been undertaken to date. 

Our working conclusion is that while the 
corporations’ proposal and city 
management of the permit debate have 
exposed long held feelings of anger, 
resentment and distrust, it has also served 
to advance citizen activism among 
residents of this largely African-American 
neighborhood as well as citywide 
through, for example, the newly formed 
Racial Justice Coalition. 
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PROJECT UPDATES 

SAVING OUR MUSIC*
Andrea Hahn 

It’s not just background noise at taverns 
and wineries on Friday and Saturday 
nights. It’s part of our cultural history.

Local music holds special importance for 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale 
graduate student Alex Kirt. As a well-
known local solo musician and with the 
Woodbox Gang, Giant City Slickers and 
other bands, and as a prolific songwriter 
and arranger, he’s part of making it. Now 
he wants to be part of preserving it.

Kirt, as part of his graduate studies, 
is creating the Southern Illinois Music 
Archive. It’s an ambitious project. 
He plans to build an online museum 
for preserving and promoting music 
written or arranged by Southern Illinois 
musicians.

“I feel it’s important for us to keep an 
organized historical record of the cultural 
expressions of our local inhabitants,” he 
said. “That’s what the songs and music 
are: a documentary of the history of the 
area… I think if a person just sat down 
and listened to the music, they’d learn 
about the history of Southern Illinois. The 
Herrin Massacre, Charlie Birger, the floods 
of 1993—it’s all chronicled in the songs.”

This doesn’t mean Kirt’s archive project 
specifically targets songs about Southern 
Illinois. He wants representative music 
from every genre, every time period, 
every subject matter, just so long as it was 
created in Southern Illinois. 

John McCall, associate professor and 
chair of the Department of Anthropology, 
is one of several SIU experts working 
with Kirt on the music archive project. 
A music ethnologist by training, McCall 
described his role as field research 
mentor.

He likened Kirt to Alan Lomax, who 
made extensive recordings throughout 
the United States of folk and blues music, 
some of which reached a broad audience 
via Folkways Records. “Alex wants to 
capture the music of this area — which 
will disappear without any intervention,” 
McCall said.

To that end, Kirt plans to include original 
recordings of a sampling of Southern 
Illinois musicians. That part of his project 
combines anthropological field research 
with sound engineering and recording.

In addition, he is undertaking archival 
research. David S. McIntosh, a former SIU 
Carbondale associate professor of music, 
recorded examples of Southern Illinois 
music from the late 1930s through the 
early 1960s. The McIntosh Collection of 
Southern Illinois Folk Music and Folklore 
is now part of the Archive of Traditional 
Music, housed at Indiana University in 
Bloomington, Ind. Kirt plans to build on 
McIntosh’s work and to use his archival 
system as a guide.

 “I want to make sure everyone has 
access to this,” Kirt said. He hopes to 
make his collection available long-term 
with the assistance of SIU Carbondale’s 
Morris Library.

Kirt would love to hear from you, 
especially if you have recordings of local 
music or would like to request a music 
submission form. To do so, you can 
contact him at P.O. Box 111, Makanda, Ill. 
62958, or email alexkirt@siu.edu for more 
information.

* Revision of article from SIU Today, by the 
author, entitled “Projects Seeks to Preserve Local 
Musical Heritage”; October 3, 2013. news.siu.
edu/2013/10/100313amh13073.html

PROJECT UPDATES

HYDRAULIC  
FRACTURING IN 
THE ILLINOIS BASIN 
CIVIC SCIENCE ADVANCED IN 
SIU GEOLOGY FRACKING SEMINAR 
Sally Potter-McIntyre 

Hydraulic fracturing (fracking) is coming to Southern Illinois amid a great 
deal of public outcry and legislation. The need for strong regulations is as 
important as our need to extract the energy resources we each use every 
day to maintain our quality of life. 

Unfortunately, the state of the science has not caught up with the rush to 
use hydraulic fracturing as an effective means of enhanced oil recovery. 
Geoscientists must take the lead to understand the risks involved with 
this process so that thoughtful and effective rules may be emplaced to 
protect our water and environmental resources while still allowing for the 
economical extraction of our petroleum resources. 

With the goal in mind of educating scientific leaders, a student-directed 
seminar is taking place during the 2014 spring semester in which we 
investigate issues of fracking of unconventional reservoirs, with specific 
focus on Illinois Basin New Albany shale. Topics addressed include 
the basic geology of the Illinois Basin (and other comparative basins); 
mechanisms of fracking; the Illinois law; and economic, environmental and 
political issues involved in this petroleum recovery technique. 

Working collectively, we will produce as the final product of this course a 
publishable article intended to inform the public on the state of the science 
of fracking, as well as outlining its risks and benefits. Guided by Professors 
Susan Rimmer and Sally Potter-McIntyre, students intend to inform public 
debate by interpreting the law through the lens of geoscience on the basis 
of a scientific assessment of the protections as well as loopholes included in 
these regulations.

REALIZING IMAGINING, PROJECT UPDATES 

WHO WOULD HAVE IMAGINED?
NEW DU QUOIN BUSINESS IS GLOBAL GAMING EPICENTER 
Rex Duncan

THREE OR FOUR YEARS AGO WE DIDN’T HAVE 
THE INTERNET ACCESS NEEDED TO LAUNCH 
SOMETHING LIKE UGC. THESE ARE YOUNG, 
EXCITING, INNOVATIVE ENTREPRENEURS 

WHO ARE LEVERAGING SOME REMARKABLE 
TECHNOLOGY FOR THEIR BUSINESS. THEY ARE 

JUST THE KINDS OF PEOPLE WE WANT TO 
CONTINUE TO ATTRACT.

It started innocently enough a few years 
ago above a restaurant in downtown 
DuQuoin, Ill., as a venue for local 
computer gamers to network and 
compete. Today it’s a thriving business, 
Ultimate Gaming Championships (UGC), 
which broadcasts competitive gaming 
online to a global audience. 

Launched with a live broadcast on 
January 24, 2014, UGC is a local company 
with roots in Southern Illinois, and 
branches that reach beyond the United 
States of America to gamers throughout 
the world. Founders include Du Quoin 
native Matt Jackson, Jon Beeby of 
London, England, and Scott Lussier of 
Nokesville, Va. United by Twitter and 
their passion for gaming, the threesome 
started UGC with a combination of 
long hours, back-breaking labor, and 
remarkable technical ingenuity.

When asked why he started UGC, Matt 
Jackson answered directly: “I was gaming 
so much, I figured I need to either quit 
or start making money.” He met partners 

Beeby and Lussier through Twitter 
conversations about gaming. Red-headed 
Beeby brings top-notch production 
experience from his other business, Pink 
Imp. Lussier, known by his “nom-de-
gaming” pseudonym Gandhi, is the play-
by-play announcer and analyst; and he is 
proving to have encyclopedic knowledge 
of the history, players and technologies 
involved in gaming. 

The enterprise works much like other 
games being broadcast on TV. Jackson 
likens it to poker games being shown on 
cable networks. Revenues are provided 
by advertising. UGC works closely with 
a central website for gaming aficionados 
called Major League Gaming. 

While Lussier provides professional 
commentary and play-by-play 
descriptions, the gaming images that 
appear before the viewers are exactly 
what players see on their monitors. 
Lussier’s commentary is as fast-paced 
and exciting as the players’ moves. 

The UGC team plan is to bring 
professional gamers to Du Quoin to 
compete. That’s right — professional 
gamers who are sponsored by major 
name corporations who, like other 
professional athletes and performers, are 
paid to play. 

 

What can I say as Du Quoin’s mayor: 
More power to them, as it appears that 
UGC has the potential to bring a lot of 
visitors to Du Quoin. What more could 
we ask for? 

UGC broadcasts exclusively appear 
online at www.mlg.tv/ugc.
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Gathering at the Life Community Center 2500 W. Sunset Drive at 4:30pm 
Parade kicks off at 5:00pm and proceeds to Turley Park for spiral dance, music, poetry and more! Rain Location: Boys and Girls Club of Carbondale 
Post-parade puppets will be on display at the Carbondale Public Library! 
 

The Theme: inTerConneCTeDneSS of aLL SPeCieS eSPeCiaLLy enDanGereD anD naTive SPeCieS – aLL SPeCieS WeLCome, imaGineD oneS Too!

ParTiCiPaTinG orGanizaTionS 
Boys and Girls Club of Carbondale • Big Brothers Big Sisters • Carbondale Public Library 

Neighborhood Food Coop • Attucks Community Services
Carbondale Community Farmers Market • Carbondale Farmers Market

For more inFormation contact cade Bursell  cadeBursell@gmail.com or Kathy renFro, carBondale ParK district at 529-4147

SPonSorS
Beloved Puppetistas • Carbondale Community Arts (Southern Arts Fund) • Illinois Arts Council 
Carbondale Park District • Fish and Wildlife Service at Crab Orchard • Gaia House  
SIU Imagining Geographies • SIU Art Education Students (AD 318) SIU Department of Theater 
Buckminster fuller future organization

earTh Day
TueSDay aPriL 22, 2014

A JEWISH DELI IN 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS... 
FOR A DAY
INVITATION TO REALIZE IMAGINING
Stacy Jill Calvert 
I grew up in the north suburbs of Chicago and, as a child, our family had a weekly 
brunch tradition at our favorite Jewish delicatessen, Sam and Hy’s in Skokie. Our 
family was quite large, and with more than half of the group aged 10 and under, we 
were also quite rowdy. Thankfully, the owners of Sam and Hy’s seated us in the back 
room so we kids could run around to our heart’s content without bothering the other 
patrons. Weekly, our plates would be piled high with corned beef, pastrami, and 
especially lox and bagels. It was heaven to me as a child. 

As I grew up, our family drifted apart and those gatherings became a thing of the 
distant past. When I went away to SIU for college, my Sunday morning brunch ritual 
involved Mary Lou’s biscuits and gravy, instead of lox and bagels. 

Fifteen years after I graduated from SIU, I moved back to pursue my graduate work. 
Last year, in a bout with the flu, I found myself dreaming about the comfort food of 
my childhood. For example, the sweet and sour cabbage soup from the local deli. Or, 
how about a knish? I would have even settled for a good lox and bagel sandwich. 
Unfortunately, the closest place to get my Jewish food fix was two and a half hours 
away in St. Louis. 

My creative work deals with identity, particularly my background as a queer Jewish-
American. I have been dreaming about ways to incorporate my craving for Jewish food 
into my work and I stumbled upon a new grant program from the Schusterman Family 
Foundation. The “Make It Happen” program awards 50 microgrants to individuals or 
groups who then create a Jewish-based experience in their community. As my Nana 
(Grandmother) Golda used to say: “Ah, this is Kismet (Fate) !”

SHARE IN A DIFFERENT SOUTHERN 
ILLINOIS CUISINE… FOR A FEW HOURS
Please join me on Wednesday, April 23, from noon to 2 p.m. in the 
“courtyard” of the College of Mass Communications and Media Arts (COMM 
1032) to experience Blue Dawg Deli. We will have kosher-style deli food from 
Protzel’s Deli in St. Louis, games and more. 

Want to learn more? Visit us on our website at www.bluedawgdeli.com. 

BEING SPECIES: ON THE 
PARADE OF THE SPECIES
INVITATION TO JOIN THE PARADE 
ON EARTH DAY — APRIL 22, 2014
Cade Bursell
Imagine it’s spring — Earth Day — and 
you encounter a parade of handmade 
puppets representing species of all kinds 
and sizes as they leap, dance, swim and 
flit about. The All Species Puppet Parade 
is a celebration of plants, amphibians, 
mammals, birds, insects, fish, and maybe 
an imagined hybrid or two. Shouldn’t 
you be a part of this celebration, this 
springtime awakening?

You still have time to make your puppet. 
What will you be? How will you move? 
What species/puppet do you want 
to learn from as part of the process of 
making and becoming?

Eli Sterling, initiator of one of the first 
All Species Parades in the U.S., has said, 
“Entertainment caters to consumption, 
and the primary energy exchange to 
come out of consumption is discarding. 
Creativity, on the other hand, is rooted 
in imagination and leads to sharing. 
People are far more likely to protect that 
which they create than that which they 
consume.” 

The Beloved Puppetistas, a local ad 
hoc puppetry group, led by Professor 
Ron Naverson of the SIU Department 
of Theater, have organized workshops 
for middle school children and for the 
community. Led by naturalists from 
Crab Orchard Refuge, puppetmakers, 
and SIU art education students, the 
workshops involve a mix of creative 
play, puppetmaking, and environmental 
education. 

Collectively we will investigate ideas 
of interconnectedness and learn about 
native and endangered species. How 
a particular species/puppet lives in 
the world, what it depends upon, 
how it moves and sounds, informs us 
about human-other relationships and 
reciprocity. Using the discarded materials 
of consumer culture—cardboard, paper 
bags, old socks, plastic bottles, foam, 
old bed sheets—each maker transforms 
the images and stories into species/
puppets through the creative process of 

imagining, cutting, carving, painting, 
moving and sounding. 

With curiosity and wonder we meet 
the known and unknowable that exists 
in this spectacularly diverse ecological 
network of species. Coming to know, 
creating, being other species is an 
act of love, of hope, of empathy and 
compassion for non-humans, who have 
no legal standing or rights of their own 
yet still feel the brunt of human impact 
on their existence. Going beyond the 
relationship produced through framing 
all others as commodity or resource 
to be managed, we hope to cultivate 
something deeper—the promise to 
protect those that we learn to recognize 
as having their own intrinsic value and 
intelligence. 

Join us for the parade, either as a 
participant or as an observer. We meet at 
4:30 p.m. at the Life Community Center, 
with the parade kickoff at 5 p.m. We 
proceed to Turley Park and celebrate 
Earth Day with music, dance and poetry 
organized by the Carbondale Park 
District. After the parade, the puppets 
will be on display at the Carbondale 
Public Library. 

You can also join us for free community 
environmental-arts and puppetmaking 
workshops on Saturday, March 22 
from 9 a.m. to noon at the Carbondale 
Community Farmers Market, April 5 at 
the Gaia House and April 19 at the Town 
Square Pavilion. Come make a puppet! 
Come celebrate the interconnectedness of 
all species.

The Earth Day All Species Puppet 
Parade is sponsored by the Beloved 
Puppetistas, Carbondale Community 
Arts (Southern Arts Fund), the Illinois 
Arts Council, Fish and Wildlife Service at 
Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge, 
Carbondale Park District, SIU Imagining 
Geographies, SIU Department of Theater, 
SIU Art Education Students (AD 318) and 
Gaia House.

PROJECT UPDATES

BIG MUDDY FACULTY 
SHOWCASE: WATER FILMS 
Elisa Herrmann
One initiative leads to another. Such is the nature of creative work, including 
developing programs for Imagining Geographies. The most recent example occurred 
late in February 2014, when nearly half of the SIU faculty-produced films screened 
during the most recent Big Muddy Film Festival dealt with water. This fact was not lost 
on IG organizers, who made the immediate connection with this year’s universitywide, 
interdisciplinary theme — sustainability and water. Within days the plan to collect 
additional films from faculty and students led to creating the event now entitled “Big 
Muddy Faculty Showcase: Water Films.” 

Though the program has yet to be completed, we know that the following films will 
be screened: “Three Creeks” by H.D. Motyl, a film about time, memory and water; 
“Waveland” by Cade Bursell, an elegiac tone poem that reimagines humans, sea life and 
wild waves as inhabiting a shared, multivoiced seascape; and “River Planet” by Karla 
Berry, an international documentary exploring the very different ways humans and 
wildlife interact with the water arteries of our planet. 

Visit the IG website for the full program of screenings, and more information about 
these and the other visual texts that will be added to the program.

BIG MUDDY FACULTY SHOWCASE–WATER FILMS 
THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 6:30–9 P.M. 
JOHN C. GUYON AUDITORIUM, SIU MORRIS LIBRARY
Created in 1978, the Big Muddy Film Festival is one of the longest student-
run film festivals in the country. In its 36 editions, the BMFF strived to provide 
Southern Illinois with a rare opportunity to experience contemporary, innovative 
and provocative independent films made by local, national and international 
filmmakers. The festival is committed to bringing culturally engaged artists as 
jurors every year to hold workshops, screen their films, and interact with the 
Southern Illinois community. 

All Species Puppet Parade
Earth Day

Tuesday, April 22, 2014

Gathering at the Life Community Center, 2500 W. Sunset Drive, 4:30 p.m.
Parade kicks off at 5 p.m. and proceeds to Turley Park for spiral dance, 

music, poetry and more! Rain Location: Boys and Girls Club of Carbondale. 
Post-parade puppets will be on display at the Carbondale Public Library!

The Theme: Interconnectedness of all species 
especially endangered and native species -  
all species welcome, imagined ones too!

Sponsors: Beloved Puppetistas, Carbondale Community Arts (Southern Arts Fund), Illinois Arts Council, Carbondale 
Park District, Fish and Wildlife Service at Crab Orchard, Gaia House, SIU Imagining Geographies, SIU Art  

Education Students (AD 318), SIU Department of Theater, Buckminster Fuller Future Organization

Participating Organizations: Boys and Girls Club of Carbondale, Big Brothers Big Sisters,  
Carbondale Public Library, Neighborhood Food Coop, Attucks Community Service, Carbondale  

Community Farmers Market, Carbondale Farmers Market.

For more information contact Cade Bursell, cadebursell@gmail.com or Kathy Renfro,  
Carbondale Park District at 618/529-4147.

Gathering at the Life Community Center 2500 W. Sunset Drive at 4:30pm 
Parade kicks off at 5:00pm and proceeds to Turley Park for spiral dance, music, poetry and more! Rain Location: Boys and Girls Club of Carbondale 
Post-parade puppets will be on display at the Carbondale Public Library! 
 

The Theme: inTerConneCTeDneSS of aLL SPeCieS eSPeCiaLLy enDanGereD anD naTive SPeCieS – aLL SPeCieS WeLCome, imaGineD oneS Too!

ParTiCiPaTinG orGanizaTionS 
Boys and Girls Club of Carbondale • Big Brothers Big Sisters • Carbondale Public Library 

Neighborhood Food Coop • Attucks Community Services
Carbondale Community Farmers Market • Carbondale Farmers Market

For more inFormation contact cade Bursell  cadeBursell@gmail.com or Kathy renFro, carBondale ParK district at 529-4147

SPonSorS
Beloved Puppetistas • Carbondale Community Arts (Southern Arts Fund) • Illinois Arts Council 
Carbondale Park District • Fish and Wildlife Service at Crab Orchard • Gaia House  
SIU Imagining Geographies • SIU Art Education Students (AD 318) SIU Department of Theater 
Buckminster fuller future organization

earTh Day
TueSDay aPriL 22, 2014
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COWBOY CHRISTMAS
Howard D. Motyl
Rodeos are woven into the cultural fabric 
of the American West. They are held in 
small towns and bustling cities from 
Arizona to North Dakota, in high schools 
and colleges, in Louisiana parishes and 
rural communities across the entire U.S. 

In professional rodeo, cowboys travel 
a year-long circuit, participating in the 
150-year-old tradition of bucking broncs 
and roping calves, hoping to grab their 
share of rodeo fame and fortune. 

“Cowboy Christmas” is a 75-minute 
documentary following four 
contemporary cowboys as they travel 
this circuit, driving for hundreds of miles 
a day to get a seconds-long chance at 
their dream. In the two weeks leading 
up to the Fourth of July—there are over 
30 rodeos in 19 states, with a combined 
purse of over $3 million. Because the 
riders have so many chances at taking 
home a lot of money, these two weeks 
have been dubbed, informally and 
affectionately, Cowboy Christmas.

The four professional rodeo cowboys 
featured in “Cowboy Christmas” are 
living their American dream by re-
imagining the life of the cowboy. Instead 
of riding horses on the trail, these 
cowboys ride a pickup truck — a steel 
horse, as Bon Jovi would call it — on 
the rodeo circuit, driving well over 
2,500 miles in the two weeks of Cowboy 
Christmas. They’re pulling trailers, 
hauling horses and feed, saddles and 
tack, and a few beds where some of the 
cowboys can sleep as one of their group 
drives through the night. 

While cowboys who ran the trails of 
old needed a range of ranching skills, 
contemporary cowboys, sometimes called 
rodeo-athletes, concentrate on one skill. 
The focus in this documentary film is 
on steer wrestling: When a cowboy 
slides off a running horse onto a 
running steer and wrestles that steer to 
the ground. As one Texas cowboy says, 

“There are two horses, two riders, and 
a steer. That’s five things and it’s hard 
sometimes to get all five things to mesh.” 
The cowboys, in other words, do not 
always win . . . 

Rodeos are a synthesis of ranch rodeos 
(begun in the Spanish colonial days in 
the Southwest and Texas) and the Buffalo 
Bill’s Wild West shows. They are a kind 
of performance that harkens back to a 
way of life in 19th century America. 

But the cowboys in Cowboy Christmas 
live in the 21st century, and as they 
travel from one rodeo to the next, they 
talk about injuries, driving, their care for 
horses, and money: losing it, winning it 
and just breaking even. They describe 
strategy, camaraderie, and the mental 
games they play to help them win. As 
they wrestle steers — from Santa Fe, 
N.M., to Oakley, Utah, and places in 
between — their passion for rodeo never 
wanes. 

They’re reimagining the tradition of 
Western life as they go down the road 
to the next arena and the next chance at 
their American Dream . . . even as they 
risk broken bones, overdrawn bank 
accounts and lost personal relationships.

The Midwest premiere of Howard Motyl’s award-winning film, 
“Cowboy Christmas,” will take place March 21, in Morris Library’s John 
C. Guyon Auditorium, starting at 6 p.m. The filmmaker is an associate 
professor in the Department of Radio, Television, and Digital Media. 
Following the screening, Associate Professor Jonathan Gray, of SIU’s 
Department of Communication Studies, will offer comments on the film, 
followed by Q & A with the filmmaker. Like all other IG events, this 
screening is free and open to the community.

IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH EMERGENCIES POLICIES 
Conversation with Mark Keim, M.D. 

May 2, 12:30 p.m.
COMM 1032
Climate change is expected to increase the number and severity 
of extreme weather events and their associated public health 
emergencies. Environmental health policies are transitioning from 
reactive, curative approaches to a more proactive, preventive 
approach known as disaster risk reduction. The latter focuses on 
the root causes of adverse health events and seeks first to prevent 
them from ever occurring. This presentation will discuss the shifting 
paradigm of disaster risk management and how it is transforming our 
global approach to public health emergencies.

SUSTAINABILITY & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE, POLICY, AND COMMUNICATION SERIES. PROJECT UPDATES

COMMUNICATION ADVANCING 
SCIENCE-INFORMED POLICY: CASE OF  
NON-COMMUNICABLE DISEASES IN PALAU 
May 2, 2 p.m.
COMM 1032
Presentation of the advertising campaign designed by students 
in Journalism 406 to raise awareness and to encourage positive 
engagement between parent (guardian) and child in addressing 
risk factors of noncommunicable disease for the island country of 
Palau. The campaign has been designed to seamlessly transition 
to other islands throughout the Pacific Islands region.

A SIU School of Journalism, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Government of Palau Project

Mark Keim currently serves as the associate director for science, Office for Environmental Health Emergencies; Office of the Director, National Center for 
Environmental Health; Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta. Recipient of 2011 SIU Distinguished Alumni Award, Dr. Keim is a public health 
scientist and an emergency physician, specializing in disaster medicine and consulting for management of disasters worldwide. He is a two-time recipient of the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Secretary’s Award for Distinguished Service for his work as co-lead of CDC emergency operations during the 
World Trade Center and anthrax emergencies in 2001, and again for Hurricane Katrina in 2006. 

Imagining Geographies events in partnership with School of Journalism.

Photos by H.D. Motyl
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19 INSTALLATION RECEPTION:  
ALEXANDER COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 5 P.M., ROTUNDA, MORRIS LIBRARY
 Words: Gary Marx Photographs: Daniel Overturf (Cinema & 

Photography) 
 GALLERY TALK with artists: Jak Tichenor (WSIU)

 PERSPECTIVES ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL-HUMAN 
CONFLUENCE: CASE OF THE CACHE 

 6 P.M., JOHN C. GUYON AUDITORIUM, 
MORRIS LIBRARY

 WELCOMING REMARKS by Chancellor Rita Cheng and 
MCMA Interim Dean Dafna Lemish 

 FILM SCREENING: “Heron Pond: Boardwalk View,”  
by Cade Bursell (Cinema & Photography)

 PANEL: Silva Secchi (Agribusiness Economics); Tracy 
Fidler (Shawnee Resource Conservation & Development); 
Gary Marx; Heidi Rantala (post-doctoral fellow, Zoology), 
Facilitator: Jonathan Gray (Communication Studies)

* FOR MORE INFORMATION:
  IMAGINING.SIU.EDU

MARCH

APRIL/MAY
4 LECTURE: COMMUNITY OF RIGHTS, 

RIGHTS OF COMMUNITY
 5 P.M., SIU SCHOOL OF LAW, ROOM 102
 Martha Nandorfy (University of Guelph, Canada)

5 WORKSHOP: TELLING STORIES 
FOR COMMUNITY CHANGE *

 4 P.M., CRISTAUDO’S 
209 S. ILLINOIS AVE., CARBONDALE 

 Martha Nandorfy & Angela Aguayo (Cinema & Photography) 
Collaboration with Nonviolent Carbondale coalition.

7 INSTALLATION RECEPTION: 
DROP, TRICKLE, FLOW 

 5 P.M., ROTUNDA, MORRIS LIBRARY
 Karla Berry (Radio, TV, & Digital Media) & Don Barth 

(MCMA)
 GALLERY TALK Jim Garvey (Interim VC for Research)
 6 P.M., JOHN C. GUYON AUDITORIUM,  

MORRIS LIBRARY
 PANEL: DEVELOPING CONFLUENT WATER POLICIES FOR 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS/DELTA REGION Craig Anz (Architecture); 
Roberto Barrios (Anthropology);  Ben Dziegielewski 
(Geography); Nicholas Pinter (Geology). Facilitator & 
discussant:  Silvia Secchi (AgriBusiness Economics).

21 SCREENING: COWBOY CHRISTMAS
 6 P.M., JOHN C. GUYON AUDITORIUM,  

MORRIS LIBRARY
 INAUGURAL MIDWEST SCREENING OF FILM 

by H.D. Motyl (Radio, TV, & Digital Media)
 COMMENTS: Jonathan Gray (Communication Studies) 
 Q & A WITH FILMMAKER
 RECEPTION: ROTUNDA, MORRIS LIBRARY, 

FOLLOWING THE SCREENING

24 LECTURE: ENVIRONMENTAL 
JUSTICE AND FRESHWATER. 
DAVID FELDMAN (UC, IRVINE)

 5 P.M., JOHN C. GUYON AUDITORIUM, 
MORRIS LIBRARY

25 SEMINAR: BOUNDARY SPANNING 
IN ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 

 4 P.M., THIRD FLOOR ROTUNDA, MORRIS LIBRARY
 Readings and guided discussion with David Feldman. 

26 CONVERSATION: ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCIENCE, POLICY & COMMUNICATION 

 NOON, THIRD FLOOR ROTUNDA, MORRIS LIBRARY
 David Feldman, Nicholas Pinter (Geology) 

Jonathan Gray (Communication Studies) 

 FIELD STUDY TOUR:  
LEVEES & FLOOD PLAIN MITIGATION*

 3 P.M., GRAND TOWER – OLIVE BRANCH

 COMMUNITY DISCUSSION: ISSUES 
IN LIVING IN MISSISSIPPI FLOOD PLAIN

 6 P.M., GRAND TOWER COMMUNITY CENTER 
100 W. BROADWAY, GRAND TOWER

27 FILM SCREENING: BIG MUDDY 
FILM FESTIVAL FACULTY 
SHOWCASE – WATER FILMS

 6:30 P.M., JOHN C. GUYON AUDITORIUM,  
MORRIS LIBRARY

10 WORKSHOP: COLLECTING 
STORIES OF NONVIOLENCE *

 5 P.M., BOYS & GIRLS CLUB,  
250 N. SPRINGER ST., CARBONDALE 

13 FIELD TRIP: CACHE WATERSHED 
REGION FROM MULTIPLE 
PERSPECTIVES*

16 CELEBRATING LOCAL 
STORIES OF SOCIAL CHANGE 

 5-7 P.M., EURMA HAYES CENTER,
 441 EAST WILLOW STREET
  Opportunity to share documented stories

21 LECTURE: GASLAND:  
FRACKING & THE ENVIRONMENT

 7 P.M., STUDENT CENTER BALLROOMS
 Josh Fox, producer. IG co-sponsor with SENSE

22 EARTH DAY PARADE
 5 P.M. 
 PARADE OF THE SPECIES
 Route: Life Community Center to Turley Park. IG co-sponsor

MAY 2
 CONVERSATION: IMPACT OF  

CLIMATE CHANGE ON ENVIRONMENTAL 
HEALTH EMERGENCIES POLICIES 

 12:30 P.M., COMM 1032
 Mark Keim, M.D. (Centers for Disease Control & Prevention)

 LECTURE: COMMUNICATION 
ADVANCING SCIENCE-INFORMED 
POLICY: CASE OF NONCOMMUNICABLE 
DISEASES IN PALAU

 2 P.M. 
 Journalism students. Comments by Mark Keim, M.D.  

(Centers for Disease Control & Prevention) 


